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The  painful  task  hag  a^ain  de- 
volved on  us,  of  inserting  in  this 
miscellany  an  account  of  the  pre- 
mature death  of  another  eminent 
servant  of  Christ.  It  was  but  a 
few  months  apparently  after  our 
hisfhly  esteemed  brother  Jenks  had 
"finished  his  course,"  when  the 
intelligence  was  announced,  that 
brother  Babcock  was  no  more. 

How  dark  these  dispensations ! ! 
we  involuntarily  exclaimed,  as  our 
minds  were  revolving  the  wants  of 
the  church,  and  the  high  expecta- 
tions which  these  brethren  had 
excited.  How  melancholy  these 
events,  which  remove  with  a  stroke 
the  most  promising  gifts,  accompa- 
nied with  ardent  piety,  at  a  time 
wh^n  they  are  most  needed !  When 
we  see  those  lights,  which  have 
just  began  to  pour  their  rays  upon 
the  world,  and  bid  fair  to  shine  for 
many  years  with  increasing  splen- 
dour, so  suddenly  extinguished,  we 
are  powerfully  impressed  with  the 
declai-ation  of  the  Prophet,  Ferily 
thou  art  a  God  that  hidest  thyself^  O 
God  of  Israel^  the  Saviour.  But  it 
is  our  comfort  to  know,  that  Jeho- 
vah still  lives,  and  he  will  take  care 
of  the  interests  of  his  own  kingdom. 
We  are  all  only  instruments  in  his 
hand.  Whenever  he  pleases,  he 
can  work  without  us ;  or  with  infi 
nite  ease  can  lay  us  aside,  and  raise 
up  others  for  the  accomplishment 
his  purposes.  At  no  time  are 
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our  minds  so  much  impressed  with 
this  truth,  as  when  some  of  our 
brethren  who  promise  great  use- 
fulness in  the  church,  are  unex- 
pectedly cut  off  in  the  midst  of  their 
days.  Such  impressions  have  been 
produced  by  the  melancholy  event 
which  has  occasioned  this  memoir. 

Cykus  Babcock  was  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  Rufus  Babcock,  who  has 
for  many  years  been  the  faithful 
and  successful  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
church  in  Colebrook  (Conn.)  He 
was  born  in  Canaan  of  the  same 
State,  January  25,  1789.  His  ear- 
ly life  was  not  distinguished  with 
any  events  which  deserve  a  partic- 
ular notice.  Accustomed  as  ha 
was,  however,  to  witness  the  devo- 
tions and  listen  to  the  instructions 
of  his  kind  parents,  his  mind  was 
at  times  very  deepl}^  impressed 
with  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  religion ;  but  these  impressions 
he  soon  succeeded  in  effacing*,  and 
satisfied  himself  with  the  pursuit  of 
worldly  pleasures. 

We  may  not,  however,  conclude 
that  these  early  convictions  were 
useless,  because  they  were  transi- 
tory. The  earlier  the  mind  is  sub- 
jected to  the  influence  of  religious 
truths,  be  it  in  ever  so  limited  a 
degree,  the  greater  probabihty 
there  is  that  they  will  become  ul- 
timately triumphant.  This  consid- 
eration ought  to  stimulate  parent? 
to  lose  no  time  in  storing  the  minf^-* 
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of  their  cliilflren  with  the  leading 
sentiments  of  Christianity:  for  these 
sentiments  must  be  received,  if  ev- 
er a  saying  change  is  effected  in 
their  hearts ;  and  although  they 
will  remain  inoperative  without  the 
power  of  the  Spirit,  yet  no  parent 
will  presume  to  determine  at  what 
period  that  power  shall  be  impart- 
ed. He  ma}^  indulge  the  hope  that 
it  will  be  imparted  at  the  very  mo- 
ment he  is  engaged  in  presenting 
the  truth  to  the  mind  of  his  child. 
Even  allowing  that  a  complete  ren- 
ovation should  not  soon  be  appar- 
ent, the  effect  of  that  truth  cannot 
fail  to  be  beneficial.  If  it  do  not 
lead  to  holiness,  it  may,  in  some  in- 
stances at  least,  deter  from  sin  ;  and 
in  many  instances  it  will  do  more. 
In  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  it 
was  prorluctive  of  strong  convic- 
tions, and  a  deep  solicitude  about 
the  welfare  of  his  soul ;  and  al- 
though the  struggle  whicli  was  thus 
commenced  between  the  dictates  of 
conscience  and  the  impulse  of  de- 
praved and  worldly  propensities 
apparently  subsided,  and  left  the 
latter  for  a  time  to  an  uncontrolled 
dominion,  yet  it  w'as  afterwards  re- 
vived and  attended  with  a  happy 
result. 

During  the  interval,  fiowever, 
as  might  reasonably  be  expected, 
his  mind,  after  having  been  more 
than  usually  impressed,  became 
more  hardened  and  indifferent  to 
the  promises  and  threatenings  of 
the  gospel.  The  current  of  his  de- 
praved aflections  and  desires,  after 
having  received  a  partial  obstruc- 
tion from  the  intlaence  of  religious 
considerations,  rushed  forward  with 
increased  violence  in  its  own  nat- 
ural channel,  when  that  obstruc- 
tion was  removed.  The  momen- 
tum thus  given  to  a  mind  already 
averse  to  truth,  may  easily  be  con- 
ceived to  go  far  towards  the  over- 
throw of  all  the  barriers  with  w^hich 
conscience  and  revelation  may  have 
impeded  its  course. 

Such  in  fact  was  the  case  with 
the  mind  of  Mr.  B.  Natiirally  ar- 
dent and  aspiring,  aftex  recovering 


from  the  shock  which  his  feelings 
sustained  in  his  early  religious  im- 
pressions, he  seemed  determined, 
if  possible,  to  get  rid  of  the  re- 
straints of  Christianity  altogether ; 
and  for  this  purpose  he  assailed  the 
truth  of  revelation,  and  shielded 
himself  beneath  the  iron  crest  of 
infidelity.  He  had  now  nearly  ar- 
rived at  his  seventeenth  year,  and 
for  a  while  his  parents  and  friends 
were  compelled  to  fear,  that  his 
mind  had  become  impervious  to  all 
the  snJblimie  considerations  with 
which  the  gospel  addresses  itself  to 
the  hopes  and  the  fears  of  mankind ; 
that  the  tender  instructions  he  had 
received  in  his  youth  had  ceased  to 
produce  their  effect ;  and  that  the 
serious  impressions  which  truth 
had  formerly  made  upon  his  heart,^ 
had  been  entirely  effaced. 

But  still  he  was  a  chosen  vessel 
of  mercy,  and  was  soon  to  be  pre- 
pared unto  glory.  As  a  sheep  hav- 
ing gone  astray,  he  was  soon  to  re- 
turn to  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of 
souls.  In  all  his  wanderings,  the 
eye  of  Jehovah  had  followed  him. 
1'he  apparent  victory  of  infidehty 
was  sufiered  to  take  place  only  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering  the  tri- 
um})h  of  grace  the  more  conspicu- 
ous and  com])lete.  After  all  his 
relapses,  his  heart  began  to  yield 
again  to  the  impressions  of  truth. 
A  very  severe  illness,  with  which 
his  eldest  brother  was  afflicted,  oc- 
casioned, in^trumentally,  the  return 
of  those  Convictions  which  he  had 
formerly  felt.  The  thoughts  of 
death  and  judgment  now  rushed  up- 
on his  mind  with  double  force. 
The  vanity  of  the  world,  the  un- 
certainty of  life,  and  the  accounta- 
bility of  man,  now  occupied  his  at- 
tention. He  saw  himself  to  be  an 
impotent,  helpless,  anci  guilty  crea- 
ture in  the  hands  of  a  holy  God. 
He  was  led  to  reflect  on  the  im- 
portance of  the  change,  which 
awaited  him  at  death  ;  and  to  in- 
quire into  the  nature  of  that  eter- 
nal existence  upon  which  the  soul 
must  then  enter.  He  now  became 
convinced  that  "natT-iral  religion 
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alone"  was  insufficient  to  support 
the  mind  and  administer  solid  peace 
in  th*  dying  hour.  His  infidelity 
failed  him.  Guilt,  conscious  guilt 
compelled  him  to  tear,  that  justice 
would  finally  overtake  him.  He 
saw  that  without  holiness  no  man 
can  see  the  Lord,  and  was  heard 
to  inquire  with  deep  solicitude, 
What  must  1  do  to  be  saved  V* 
To  this  inquiry  he  found  no  sat- 
isfactory answer,  till  he  was  led  to 
Christ,  as  the  Lamb  of  God,  who 
taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world  " 
Jesus  now  became  his  only  hope. 
He  saw  him  to  be  a  suitable  and  all- 
sufficient  Saviour,  in  whom  dwelt 
all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bod- 
ily, and  who  was  made  like  unlo 
his  brethren  in  all  things,  sin  only 
excepted,  that  he  might  be  a  faith- 
ful and  merciful  High  Priest,  in 
things  pertaining  to  God,  to  make 
reconciliation  tor  the  sins  of  the 
people."  Into  the  hand  of  this 
"  High  Priest"  he  was  enabled  to 
commit  himself;  but  not  until  hk 
mind  had  been  fully  impressed  with 
the  awful  delusion,  with  which  Sa- 
tan had  attempted  and  nearly  ef- 
fected his  ruin.  He  was  led  to  the 
borders  of  that  dismal  gulph  into 
which  but  for  the  grace  of  God  he 
had  soon  been  plunged.  All  his 
former  opposition  to  the  gospel  he 
now  saw  to  have  been  aimed  at  the 
only  medium  through  which  he 
could  possibly  be  saved.  In  the 
death  of  Christ  alone,  he  saw  how 
the  guilty  could  be  pardoned  and 
the  justice  of  God  maintained. 
Thus  was  he  prepared  to  set  a 
higher  value  on  those  precious  doc- 
trines, which  he  had  treated  with 
contempt ;  and  while  convinced  of 
the  folly  of  "  our  infidels," 

"Who  set  at  odds  HeavVs jarring  at- 
tributes, [wcur\d ; 
And   vj'ixh  o»ie    excellence  another 

Bid  mercy  triumph  over — God  himself, 
Uudeified  by  tueir  opprobrious  pruiae." 

He  also  beheld — 

O'er  guilt  (hew  mountainous)  with  out- 
si  retched  arms  [brace. 
Stern  Justice  and  soft amilingfeiw?  em- 


Supporting  in  full  majesty,  the  throne, 
When  seem'd  its  majesty  to  need  sup- 
Or  that  or  man  ii;evitably  lost."  [port. 

It  is  truly  gratifying  to  a  devout 
mind  to  witness  the  triumph  of  truth 
over  prejudice  and  infidelity.  The 
word  of  God  indeed  is  quick  and 
powerful,  sharper  than  any  two- 
edged  sword — casting  dow^n  imagi- 
nation, and  every  high  thing  that 
exalteth  itself  against  the  knowl- 
edge of  God,  and  bringing  into  cap- 
tivity every  thought  to  the  obedi- 
ence of  Christ."  If  minds  capable 
of  but  little  reflection  and  less  ars^u- 
ment,  however  depraved,  may  be 
supposed  to  yield  to  the  impulse 
of  the  Spirit  without  much  violent 
opposition ;  yet  in  minds  naturally 
strong  and  towering,  fortified  with 
the  arguments  of  sophistry,  a  se- 
vere contest  will  ensue ;  every 
step  will  be  disputed ;  every  doc- 
trine will  be  thoroughly  investigat- 
ed ;  nothing  will  be  taken  on  mere 
report,  or  without  the  strongest 
evidence  to  support  it.  Of  course, 
the  foundation  of  religion,  especial- 
ly of  experimental  religion,  will 
be  put  to  the  test,  and  the  assent 
of  the  mind  will  be  withheld  until 
completely  overcome  by  the  pow- 
er of  truth,  and  the  heart  yielded 
up  to  God,  through  the  sanctifying* 
influence  of  the  Spirit.  In  this  pro*- 
cess,  however,  religion  has  noth» 
ing  to  fear.  Its  evidences  will  only 
shine  the  brighter,  and  its  doctrines 
appear  the  more  majestic  and  heav- 
enly by  every  such  investigation. 
The  infidelity  of  Hume^  Voltaire  and 
Payne  arose,  not  from  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  merits  and  eviden- 
ces of  Christianity,  but  from  a  deter- 
mination previously  formed  in  their 
minds  to  reject  what  ever  light  might 
be  thrown  in  their  v*'ay  ;  and,  with- 
out the  least  conviction  of  their 
own  sinfulness  and  helplessness,  to 
concentrate  all  their  powers  to 
'''crush  the  xcretch^'''*  as  they  blasphe- 
mously called  the  Saviour.  Erect- 
ing their  own  erring  reason  as  the 
standard,  they  rejected  with  disdain 

*  Voltaiie's  words  in  relation  tw  Christ. 
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whatever  sentiments  did  not  accord 
with  their  conceited  notions. 

**  They  drew  firide^a  curtain  o'er  the 
noon-tide  ray,  [point 
Spik.ed  up  their  inch  of  reason,  on  the 
Of  philosophic  wit,  caWd  arguaient ; 
And  then,  exulting  in  their  taper,  cr\'*d, 
♦* Behold  the  sun;"  and,  IndiaJi-hkCy 
ador'd." 

Not  so  with  Locke,  and  Newton, 
and  Boyle.  Those  prodigies  of 
human  learning,  who  did  more  in  a 
few  years,  towards  extending  the 
boundaries  of  science,  than  had 
been  done  for  many  centuries  be- 
fore, were  overpowered  withChris- 
tianity;  not  because  they  had  no 
prejudices  against  it,  but  because, 
when  constrained  to  turn  their  at- 
tention to  it,  it  triumphed  over  their 
prejudices,  commended  itself  to 
their  reason,  and,  under  the  sancti- 
f^^ing  influence  of  the  Spirit,  form- 
ed the  only  foundation  of  their  fu- 
ture hopes. 

"On  argument  alone  their  faith  was 
built." 

These  instance*  of  conversion 
Surely  cannot  be  attributed  to  the 
influence  of  "  passion,  fear,  and  de- 
lusion," as  some  rational  Christians 
•would  induce  us  to  believe :  they 
are  the  result  of  divine  influence 
alone,  operating  upon  the  mind 
through  the  medium  of  truth. 
What  else  could  eff'ect  so  great  a 
change  ?  What  else  could  counter- 
act the  enmity  and  vicious  propen- 
sities of  the  heart  ?  "  No  man  (says 
our  Saviour)  can  come  to  me,  ex- 
cept the  Father,  which  hath  sent 
me,  draw  him;"  and  the  reason  is 
stated  by  the  Apostle,  when  he 
says,  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity 
against  God,  is  not  subject  to  his 
law,  neither  indeed  can  be."  "  The 
natural  man  receiveth  not  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  neither 
can  be  know  them ;  for  they  are 
spiritually  discerned."  How  con- 
soling is  it  to  reflect,  that  in  this 
state  of  human  nature^  the  influence 
of  the  Spirit  is  imparted  to  efl"ect 
the  work  of  sanctiflcation.  It  is 
through  that  influence  alone  that 
^y  of  us  can  hope  to  be  made  ei- 


ther eminently  useful  in  this  world, 
or  meet  for  the  holy  enjoyments 
of  the  world  to  come.  ♦ 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Mr. 
B..  devoted  himself  to  study  under 
the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Joshua 
Bradley,  then  in  WaUingford  (Con- 
necticut.) He  had  formerly  ex- 
pressed a  strong  desire  to  obtain  an 
education ;  but  it  was  at  the  time 
when  inlidelily  had  taken  possess- 
ion of  his  mind  ;  and  as  he  was  then 
under  the  direction  of  his  parents, 
they  thought  it  not  proper  to  afford 
him  at  that  early  period  the  means 
of  confirming  himself  in  his  errors. 

This  determination  they  had 
now  fresh  occasion  to  approve; 
for  after  his  conversion  to  the  truth, 
a  prospect  was  presented  of  his  be-  s 
coming  extensively  useful  in  the 
world.  In  the  summer  of  1 8 1 3,  he 
gave  a  relation  of  his  experience, 
and  was  united  to  the  Baptist  church 
in  North-Haven,  then  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Bradley,  his 
instructor.  His  mind  was  at  this 
time 'strongly  inclined  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry.  Thotgh  engaged 
in  a  pursuit  which  promised  him 
worldly  riches,  he  at  once  forsook 
it,  when  convinced,  that  having 
been  made  a  partaker  of  the  heav- 
enly calling,  he  was  called  of  God 
to  preach  "  the  unsearchable  rich- 
es of  Christ."  All  his  desire  was  to 
qualify  himself  for  usefulness  in 
proclaiming  the  faith  which  he  had 
formerly  attempted  to  destroy. 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  he  had 
at  this  time  decidedly  fixed  on  a 
course  of  collegiate  studies.  Like 
most  young  men  of  ardent  piety, 
he  probably  felt  more  satisfaction 
in  the  immediate  exercise  of  his 
gifts,  than  in  the  laborious  research 
after  classical  and  general  knowl- 
edge. Too  many,  it  is  feared, 
from  this  consideration  alone,  are  • 
induced  to  abandon  those  studies  of 
which  in  their  riper  years  they  feci 
an  eminent  need.  But  by  degrees, 
Mr.  B.  was  led  to  a  settled  convic- 
tion that  it  was  his  duty  to  avail 
himself  of  all  the  advantages  it  was 
iji  his  power  to  obtaia.  Sensiljle 
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that  a  teaclipr  sliouUI  himself  be 
taught,  he  went  at  once  in  tlie  pur- 
suit of  a  liberal  education. 

Many  things,  hov/ever,  seemed 
to  forbid  the  attempt.  He  had 
been  married  already  more  than  a 
year ;  his  age  was  such  as  to  bring 
him,  at  the  close  of  his  studies, 
near  thirty  ;  and  he  had  no  pecuni- 
ary resources  adequate  to  so  ex- 
pensive an  undertaking.  But  the 
attempt  he  was  determined  to 
make ;  and  having  passed  through 
the  preliminary  studies,  he  became 
a  member  of  Brown  University, 
Providence,  (R.  I.)  and  received 
the  honours  of  it  at  the  commence- 
ment in  Sept.  1816.  "During  his 
membership  in  that  institution,"  ob- 
serves a  friend  who  could  not  be 
mistaken,  "such  were  his  atten- 
tions to  study  and  to  duty,  that  hav- 
ing secured  a  respectable  grade  in 
his  class,  he  secured  aiso  the  es- 
teem and  friendship  both  of  the 
students  and  officers."  Few  per- 
sons would  have  possessed  fortitude 
and  resolution  enough  to  have  sur- 
mounted the  difficulties  which  lay 
in  the  way  of  his  collegiate  pur- 
suits. But  so  great  was  his  thirst 
for  knowledge,  and  so  strong  his 
desire  to  be  thoroughly  furnished 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  that 
he  suffered  no  obstacles  to  impede 
his  course,  no  embarrassments  to 
prey  upon  his  spirits.  Besides  at- 
tending to  the  numerous  duties 
both  of  his  family  and  the  college,* 
he  devoted  considerable  time  to 
the  acquisition  of  theological  and 
general  knowledge.  Into  every 
department  of  science,  he  entered 
with  ardour  and  interest,  and  aim- 
ed to  render  all  his  acquisitions  sub- 
servient to  his  future  usefulness  in 
the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

Sensible  that  vital  piety  is  the 
first  great  requisite  and  highest  or- 
nament of  a  Christian  minister,  he 
was  careful  to  cultivate  whatever 
might  preserve,  and  shun  whatever 
might  impair  it.     He  constantly 

*  Several  students  boarded  with  him  . 
during  the  period  gf  his  residence  in 
Krovidence. 


grew  in  the  esteem  of  those  with 
Avhom  he  associated.  In  the  reli- 
gious conferences  and  prayer-meet- 
ings, both  in  the  college  and  town, 
multitudes  can  witness  with  what 
ardour,  appropriateness  and  pathos 
he  was  accustomed  to  speak.  Of 
his  failings  and  imperfections,  he, 
no  doubt,  was  suthciently  sensible  ; 
and  were  we  permitted  to  read  his 
diary,  much  intei'esting  matter,  we 
presume,  might  be  procured,  both 
to  extend  and  enrich  his  memoir. 
There  Ave  should  converse  with 
him  in  secret,  and  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  various  workings  of  his 
mind.  But  since  this  is  denied  us,t 
that  interesting  part  of  his  charac- 
ter which  consisted  in  the  devotion- 
al exercises  of  his  heart,  and^f.is 
pious  breathings  after  God,  must 
unavoidably  be  unrecorded. 

In  May,  18 16,  he  was  approbat- 
ed as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  by 
the  hrst  Baj)tist  church  in  Provi- 
dence, to  which  he  had  removed 
his  standing  at  the  time  of  his  en- 
tering college.  He  had  ifow  near- 
ly attained  to  the  object  which  lay 
nearest  his  heart,  that  of  entering, 
without  interruption,  on  the  duties 
of  the  ministry.  From  the  speci- 
mens he  had  already  afforded  of  his 
ministerial  gifts,  his  friends  had 
been  led  to  indulge  raised  expec- 
tations concerning  his  future  useful- 
ness. In  several  places,  for  the 
space  of  two  months,  he  laboured 
to  great  acceptance.  The  holy 
fervour  and  simphcity  of  his  di3- 
courses  rendered  them  peculiarly 
forcible  and  impressive,  while  they 
exhibited  evident  traces  of  a  strong 
and  vigorous  intellect.  His  very 
soul  seemed  to  be  infused  into  the 
language  of  his  lips.  It  was  only 
necessary  to  hear  him,  to  be  con- 
vinced that  he  was  in  earnest. 
Truth,  he  exhibited  in  glowing 
colours;  significant  of  the  deep 
impression  it  had  made  on  his  own 

-j-  The  diary  which  he  was  known  to 
have  kept,  and  other  valuable  papers 
v.ere  unfortunately  consumed  a  iiitle 
before  his  (-eath,  by  a  tire  which  broke 
out  in  the  house  wliere  they  were  kept. 
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heart.  It  was  therefore  to  be  ex- 
pected that  his  labours  would  be 
desired. 

Some  time  in  July,  two  months 
fcefore  his  college  term  was  closed, 
he  received  an  invitation  from  the 
Baptist  church  in  New-Bedford, 
(Mass.)  where  he  had  preached  a 
few  sabbaths,  to  settle  with  them 
in  the  work  of  the  ministry  and  be- 
come their  pastor.  To  this  request 
he  ffave  no  delinite  answer  at  the 
time,  but  it  was  discovered  that 
the  situation  of  that  people  had 
deeply  interested  his  feelings. 
Had  his  life  been  spared,  he  had 
probably  consented  to  take  the 
oversight  of  them.  The  following 
extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  him 
by  a  leading  member  in  that  church 
and  received  a  few  weeks  before 
his  death,  fully  evinces  their  high 
esteem  and  confidence,  and  their 
earnest  desire  for  his  recovery  and 
rieturn. 

New-Bedford,  Feb.  12,  1817. 

My  dear  brother  Babcock, 

I  HAVE  for  a  long  time  been 
anxiously  waiting  to  see  or  hear 
jfrom  }'0u.  I  am  still  deprived  of 
seeing  you,  but  am  thankful  to  hear, 
that  the  Lord  still  spares  you.  Oh 
how  painful  to  me,  and  all  your 
dear  Christian  friends,  to  find  by 
your  letter  to  brother  Heath,  that 
in  all  human  probability,  we  shall 
meet  no  more  in  this  world  of  af- 
fliction. I  trust  3^ou  have  the  con- 
solation of  that  blessed  religion 
which  you  have  wished  to  lire  to 
teach  to  the  world  of  mankind. 
Our  dear  little  band  of  brethren  in 
the  church,  can  hardly  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  ways  of  the  Lord  as  re- 
spects you ;  your  name  is  often 
mentioned  and  inquired  after.  We 
have  flattered  ourselves  that  when 
our  house  of  worship  was  done,  you 
would  be  our  shepherd  and  coun- 
sellor. We  are  building  a  conve- 
nient house,  which  is  in  great  for- 
wardness. We  have  no  one  as  yet 
to  settle  with  us,  and  are  ©nly  sup- 


plied, as  in  ouF  former  manner,  oc- 
casionally. Our  brethren  have 
been  much  engaged  of  late  in  the 
blessed  cause,  &c. 

Your  affectionate  brother  in 
the  Lord, 

John  Coggeshall,  jr. 

So  richly  stored  was  his  mind 
with  evangelical  sentiments,  and  so 
deeply  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
the  gospel,  that  his  extemporane- 
ous efforts  were  peculiarly  accurate 
and  instructive  ;  yet  he  always  en- 
deavoured to  digest  and  mature  the 
subjects  designed  for  public  dis- 
course. He  aimed  to  convey  his 
ideas  in  a  clear,  intelligible,  and  in- 
terestingmanner;  neither  too  loose, 
incoherent,  or  desultory  on  the  one 
hand,  nor  too  dry  and  formal  on  the 
other.  While  he  was  sensible  that 
the  laithful  minister  should  bring 
beaten  oil  to  the  sanctuary,  he  was 
also  sensible  that  he  ought  to  "  be 
apt  to  teach,"  "  and  thoroughly 
furnished  to  every  good  word  and 
work."  AVhile  impressed  with  the 
advantages  of  correctness  in  all  his 
performances,  he  strove  most  of  all 
to  render  them  acceptable  to  God 
and  profitable  to  men;  knewing 
that  those  sermons  alone  deserved 
to  be  called  good  which  have  a  di- 
rect tendency  to  do  good.  Little 
experience  as  he  had,  he  evidently 
was  not  a  novice  in  the  duties  of 
the  ministry.  From  the  tenderness 
and  sympathy  of  his  feelings,  from 
the  frankness  and  generousness  of 
his  disposition,  from  the  spirituality 
and  animation  of  his  discourses,  and 
from  the  familiarity  and  engaged- 
ness  of  his  manner,  it  may  justly  be 
inferred,  that  had  his  life  been  spar- 
ed, he  would  have  afforded  an  ami- 
able example  of  fidelity  and  affec- 
tion in  discharging  the  oflices  of  a 
Christian  pastor.  As  a  man,  a 
friend,  a  Christian  and  a  preacher, 
he  possessed  many  valuable  quali- 
ties. 

The  worth  of  souls  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom 
lay  near  bis  heart.    In  him  .tiie 
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•anse  of  missions  found  a  firm  and 
zealous  advocate.  Doubtless  the 
blessing  of  thousands  ready  to  per- 
ish, would  have  ultimately  come 
upon  his  head,  had  he  lived  to  ex- 
ert his  influence  in  their  behalf. 

[To  be  concluded  in  our  next.] 


For  the  American  Baptist  Magazine. 

On  Ministerial  Address. 

Some  interesting"  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  Ministerial  Address, 
were  inserted  in  the  Magazine  about 
two  years  ago.  It  was  satisfacto- 
rily proved  by  the  writer,  that 
preachers  of  the  gospel  were  not 
only  permitted,  but  solemnly  obli- 
gated to  address  the  unconverted 
in  their  public  ministrations.  To 
many  of  your  readers,  it  will  appear 
almost  self-evident  that  it  is  the  du- 
ty of  the  ministers  of  Christ  to  call 
upon  sinners  to  repent ;  but  others 
of  your  readers  conceive  it  improp- 
er; and  it  is  a  truth  that  many  of 
the  preachers  of  our  denomination 
do  not  urge  upon  the  impenitent 
part  of  the  congregation  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  "  repent  and  believe 
the  gospel."  The  reasoning  on 
which  this  practice  is  founded  is 
this — The  sinner  is  dead  in  trespas- 
ses and  sins — he  cannot  repent  or 
exercise  failh — therefore  it  is  as 
absurd  to  call  him  to  repentance  as 
it  would  be  to  command  a  dead 
man  to  arise.  Let  us  examine  this 
argument. 

1.  We  have  reason  to  suspect 
that  there  is  a  fallacy  in  the  reason- 
ing, from  the  well-known  fact  that 
the  first  preachers  of  the  gospel 
did  actually  urge  on  their  hearers 
the  duty  of  immediate  repentance. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  adduce  instan- 
ces— Turn  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apos- 
tles, and  you  will  find  that  in  almost 
every  discourse  the  audience  were 
exhorted  to  repent  of  their  sins  and 
believe  in  the  Saviour.  Acts  ii. 
38.  iii.  19.  and  viii.  22.  This 
fast  quotatien  should  be  particirlar- 


]y  noticed.  Though  Peter  knew 
that  Simon  was  "  in  the  gall  of  bit- 
lerness  and  bonds  of  iniquity,"  yet 
he  addressed  him — Repent  there- 
fore of  this  thy  wickedness,  and 
pray  God,  if  perhaps  the  thought  of 
thine  heart  may  be  forgiven  thee." 

 The  Saviour  himself  and  his 

forerunner,  John  the  Baptist,  pro- 
claimed, when  entering  on  their 
ministry — "  The  kingdom  of  heav- 
en is  at  hand;  repent  and  believe 
the  gospel."  Here  we  would  in- 
quire— Were  not  the  Jews  as  dead 
in  sin,  as  incapable  of  repentance- 
as  are  men  in  the  present  day? 
Most  certainly:  yet  this  did  not 
prevent  the  primitive  preachers 
from  exhorting  them  to  repent. — ■ 
Shall  we  be  afraid  to  adopt  a  mode 
of  address  similar  to  that  emploj^ed 
by  the  Apostles  ?  Or,  will  any 
preacher  of  the  present  day  pre- 
sume that  he  can  conduct  his  minis- 
trations in  a  manner  more  scriptur- 
al than  did  those  wlio  were  commis- 
sioned by  our  Lord  ? 

2.  But  is  it  true  that  the  sinner 
cannot  repent  ?  What  obstacle  pre- 
vents ?  He  possesses  the  facult}'^  of 
loving  and  hating,  of  rejoicing  and 
sorrowing.  If  his  property  be 
wrested  from  him,  or  his  child  be 
taken  away  by  death,  ho  will  mourn 
and  be  in  bitterness.  Why  does  he 
not  mourn  in  like  manner  when  he 
thinks  of  his  ^ins  ?  Because  he  rcill 
not ;  he  has  no  disposition  to  mourn 
over  them  ;  his  heart  is  so  deprav-' 
ed,  that  it  is  not  at  all  alFected  by 
the  enormity  of  sin ;  but  this  does 
not  absolve  him  from  his  obligation 
to  love  God  and  hate  that  which  is 
opposed  to  his  holy  nature  ;  neith- 
er does  it  exempt  him  from  being 
urged  and  entreated  by  the  minister 
of  the  gospel,  to  exercise  repent- 
ance. Aversion  to  the  perform- 
ance of  a  duty  never  releases  a 
person  frc^m  lus  obligation,  nor  pre- 
vents you  from  urging  him  to  the 
performance  of  it.  Suppose  you 
have  a  child,  who  possesses  so  lit- 
tle respect  or  affection  for  his  par- 
ent as  to  be  entirely  unwilling  to 
©boy  3^our  commands,  does  it  fol- 
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}o\r  of  course  that  it  is  not  his  duty 
to  obey,  and  that  you  have  no  rig^ht 
to  urge  him  to  obedience  ?  The 
apphcation  is  obvious.  Every  read- 
er can  immediately  make  it. 

3.  The  argument,  if  it  proves 
any  thing,  proves  too  much.  If  it 
is  absurd  to  call  upon  the  unregen- 
crate  to  repent  and  believe  because 
their  depravity  renders  them  una- 
ble to  perform  these  exercises,  it  is 
equally  absurd  to  urge  the  Chris- 
tian to  persevere  in  the  ways  of 
holiness ;  for  it  is  as  impossible  for 
the  believer  to  persevere  in  his 
own  strength  as  it  is  for  the  impen- 
itent to  turn  to  God.  If  a  back- 
slider should  be  exhorted  to  return 
fo  the  Saviour,  by  his  pastor,  who 
CL^refulIy  abstains  from  addressing 
the  unconverted,  he  might,  with 
tlie  greatest  propriety,  reply- — 
"  Why  do  you  exhort  lue  to  re- 
turn unto  the  Lord  ?  I  cannot  re- 
pent of  my  wanderings,  and  there- 
lore  on  your  own  principles,  you 
have  710  right  to  urge  me  to  repent 
and  return." 

Let  those  preachers  of  the  gos- 
pel who  refuse  to  address  the  un- 
regenerate  take  this  subject  hito 
prayerful  deliberation.  My  breth- 
ren, you  may  be  neglecting  an  im- 
portant part  of  that  duty  wliich  de- 
volves on  3'ou  as  ministers  of  Christ. 
Consider  the  manner  in  which 
Christ  and  his  Apostles  preacbed; 
inquire  what  has  been  the  strain  of 
that  preaching,  Avhich  God  in  every 
age  of  the  church  has  attended 
with  his  blessing;  bear  in  mind 
thatyoui  hearers  are  moral  agents, 
rational  and  accountable  creatures, 
capable  of  being  influenced  by  mo- 
tives ;  and  remember,  that  God 
condescends  to  expostulate  with 
them,  and  to  urge  them  to  turn 
from  their  evil  ways.  These  con- 
siderations, if  they  produce  their 
proper  effect,  will  induce  you  to 
address  your  unconverted  hearers 
and  to  exhort  them  to  exercise 

repentance  towards  God,  and 
faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

TABOR. 


RELIGION  IS  LOVE. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  late  Rev. 
S.  Pearce,  of  Birmingham,  to  aFriend 
who  had  lately  been  settled  in  a  neiu 
charge, 

"  You  seem  to  breathe  in  a  free 
air,  and  to  be  connected  with  such 
whose  Christianity  can  be  allied  to 
candor.  What  a  pity  such  an  alli- 
ance is  not  universal !  But  I  mistake 
— true  Christianity,  genuine,  una- 
dulterated Christianity  is  ail  candor. 
Oh  I  I  hear  her  sweet  voice  whis- 
pering from  above,  Let  every 
man  be  fully  persuaded  in  his  own 
mind."  Ah,  how  different  the  spir- 
it of  professing  Christians  to  the 
genius  of  the  religion  by  which 
they  are  distinguished!  Worse 
than  the  tyrant  of  Babylon  ;  he  sat 
up  an  image  to  be  worshipped,  but 
we  have  exalted  ourselves^  and  have 
said  in  fact.  Whoso,  when  he  hear- 
eth  our  voice,  falleth  not  down  and 
worshippeth  as  we  worship, believes 
as  we  believe,  and  gives  our  under- 
standings credit  for  an  acquaintance 
with  the  truth,  however  dissonant 
his  opinion  may  be  to  our  own,  he 
shall  be  cast  into  a  furnace  of  fire. 
The  God  of  love  himself  assumes 
the  tone  of  severity  at  such  tyranny 
as  this;  and  exclaims,  with  a  keen- 
ness which  must  pierce  to  the  heart, 
"Who  art  thou  that  jud^est  anoth- 
er's servant  ?  To  his  own  master  he 
standeth  or  falleth."  Brother,  I  am 
sick  of  almost  every  thing  that  has 
been  called  religion  but  Love — su- 
preme love  to  God — universal  be- 
nevolence to  man.  I  don't  know 
that  I  am  a  better  Christian  than 
ever,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  I  am 
2i  firmer  believer  than  ever,  and  I  am 
enraptured  at  the  thought  that  all 
the  objects  which  Christianity  re- 
quires me  to  believe,  are  to  be  con- 
templated with  delight.  It  is  all 
love:  love^  Is  the  Alpha,  love^  the 
Omega.  It  originated  in  love :  it  is 
exemplified  in  love  :  it  works  by 
love  :  it  terminates  in  perfect,  uni- 
versal love.  Thanks  be  to  God  for 
this  unspeakable  gift,  this  religion 
of  love  I  '* 
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americajY  baptist  mission. 

The  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  nccoinpa* 
nied  by  the  "Proceedings  of  the  General  Missionary  Conven- 
tion of  the  Baptist  denominiition  in  the  United  States  of  America  for  For- 
eign Missions,"  held  in  Philadelphia,  May  7, 1817,  has  been  received.  The  fol- 
lowinia;  extracts,  we  presatr.e,A\  ill  be  gratit"}  ing  to  our  numerous  readers,  who 
may  be  unable  to  procure  the  Report. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Fur  man,  D,  D.  was  elected  President,  and  the  Rev. 
Da  NX  EX  Sharp,  Secretary. 

Immediately  after  the  Convention  was  organized,  the  Board  offered  the  following 

ADDRESS. 

The  Baptist  Board  of  Foreig^n  pitaiity  of  those  eminent  servants 
Missions  have,  for  the  first  time,  the    of  God. 

pleasure  of  addressing  the  General       Mrs.  Charlotte  H.  White,  who 

CoiW^NTioN.    Thej  rejoice  in  the  accompanied  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H(Tiigh, 

return  of  another  meeting  of  your  had  her  views,  in  common  with 

beloved  and  venerable  bodj^,  and  theirs,  directed  to  Burmah.  Her 

pray  that  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  expectations,  b^- a  controlling  Prov- 

counsel,  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  idence,   have   been  disappointed, 

a  sacred  zeal  for  his  glory,  may  an-  An  important  missionary  station  is 

imate  and  direct  your  consultations  established  -at  Digah,  near  Patna, 

and  endeavours.  between  3  and  400  miles  above  Se- 

la  the  first  and  second  Annual  rampore.     Mr.  Joshua  Rowe,  of 

Reports,  a  summary  of  the  proceed-  the  English  Baptist  Mission,  is  there 

ings  of  the  Board,  from  the  period  engaged.    He  solicited,  and  obtain- 

of  their  appointment,  has  been  giv-  ed  a  union  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 

en.   Any  additional  informationthat  White.    The  step  appears  to  have 

may  be  desired,  you  will  have  an  been  approved  by  the  brethren  of 

opportunity  of  collecting  from  the  the   Serampore    Mission  House, 

whole  of  the  minutes  of  their  body,  She  has  now  the  care  of  a  large 

which  are  submitted  to  your  pe-  school,  a  station  for  which  she  is 

rusal.  excellently  qualified,  where  a  di- 

Since  the  publication  of  the  last  rectress  was  greatly  needed,  and  is 

Report,  the  services  which,  in  the  introduced  into  a  sphere  of  respec- 

course  of  Providence,  the  Board  tability,   usefulness,  ftid  comfort, 

has  been  called  to  fulfil,  have  been  The  Board  consider  it  their  duty 

comparatively  few.    They  have,  to  state  to  the  Convention,  that  not 

however,  with  pleasure,  witnessed  a  cent  of  expense  has  arisen  to  the 

the   success  which  has  attended  institution  from  sending  Mrs.  White 

measures  formerly  adopted  :    and  (now  Mrs.  Rowe)  to  the  East,  bhe 

derive  from  the  review  fresh  mo-  supported  herself  entirely  while 

tives  to  gratitude  and  exertion.  she  continued  in  America,  and  from 

Intelligence  has  been  received  her  own  funds  procured  her  outfit, 

of  the  arrival  of  our  dear  missionary  Two  hundred  dollars  besides  she 

friends  in  India.    By  the  brethren  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 

at  Calcutta,  and  at  the  Mission  which,  as  she  is  now  connected  with 

House  at  Serampore,  they  were  the  English  mission,  the  Board  i<? 

welcomed  with  the  accustomed  hos-  of  opinion  ought  to  be  returned  her. 

Vol.  I.  25? 
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May  she  prove,  in  her  new  situa- 
tion, like  Priscilla,  a  helper  in  the 
Lord  Jesns  Dr.  Carey  says,  I 
consider  her  marrias^e  as  a  very 
providential  circnmstance.  At  Dl- 
g-ah  she  cannot  fail  of  bein^  useful." 
Dr.  Hinton,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  English  Baptist  Society,  inge- 
niously observes,  that  England 
and  America  hare  plighted  hands, 
at  a  nniissionary  altar,  by  their  re- 
.■spective  representatives,  Mr.  Rowe 
and  Mrs.  White.  Every  one  augurs 
g-ood  from  their  union." 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  brother 
Hou?h  in  India,  lie  applied  for  a 
passaare  on  board  a  brig  from  Cal- 
cutta for  Rangoon.  He  carried 
with  him,  as  a  present  from  the 
Serampore  brethren,  a  printing- 
press,  types,  paper,  and  other  arti- 
cles. Some  serious  difficulties  oc- 
curred in  his  descending  the  Hoog- 
ly  river,  which  are  detailed  at  large 
in  a  communication,  now  presented, 
and  constrained  his  return  to  Cal- 
cutta. The  difficulties  were  such 
as  call  for  the,  sympathy  of  every 
feeling,  and  especially  of  every  pa- 
rental, bosom.  Some  loss  to  the 
mission  has  been  sustained  ;  but  it 
is  such  as  may  reasonably  be,  some- 
times, expected,  yet  such  as  it  is 
hoped  will  not  frequently  occur. 
He  embarked  a  second  time  on  the 
17th  of  September,  1816,  and  has 
arrived,  safely,  at  his  destination. 
Brother  Judson  appears  much  pleas- 
ed with  him  as  a  missionary  associ- 
ate. May  he  prove  eminently  use- 
ful. At  Rangoon  a  church  has  been 
formed.  This,  it  is  believed,  is  the 
first  church  ever  constituted  in  that 
empire  on  the  real  basis  of  the  gos- 
pel :  and  surely  our  denomination 
throughout  the  United  States  must 
feel  themselves  sacredly  pledged 
for  its  support. 

By  communications  from  the 
brethren  at  Rangoon,  it  appears 
that  they  are  increasingly  encour- 
aged in  their  important  work. 
Brother  Judson  and  wife  are  truly 
valuable  persons.  He  haslaboured 
under  indisposition  for  some  months 
past,  but  is,  in  a  good  degree,  re- 


covered. He  has  composed  a  tract 
in  the  Burman  language,  which 
brother  Hough  will  be  able  to  print 
immediately.  Of  this  difficult  lan- 
guage he  appears  to  be  already 
master,  and  is  both  facilitating  its 
acquisition  for  associates  and  suc- 
cessors, and  progressingin  the  trans- 
lation of  the  scriptures  of  truth. 
May  his  life  be  preserved  for  many 
years  to  come.  More  missionaries 
in  Burmah  are  anxiously  desired. 

The  Board  cannot,  they  wish 
not  to  conceal  from  you,  that  in  the 
discharge  of  t'heir  internal  duties 
they  have  experienced  much  em- 
barrassment and  o])struction.  Con- 
vinced of  the  integrity  of  their  aims, 
and  of  the  propriety  and  importance 
of  the  measures  they  have  pur&^ed 
and  accomplished,  they  respectful- 
ly ask  of  the  Convention  an  atten- 
tive investigation  of  their  conduct, 
and  an  avowal  of  the  sentimerfts  of 
your  body  whether  it  deserve  cen- 
sure or  support. 

Suggestions  which  have  been 
offered  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
altering,  in  some  points,  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Convention,  the 
Board  have  taken  into  serious  con- 
sideration. They  apprehend  that 
instruments  of  this  description  ought 
to  be  held  as  sacred  as  possible,  so 
that  changes  occur  only  when  im- 
perious necessity,  or  a  conviction 
of  solid  advantage  shall  require 
them.  They  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  bequests  have  been  made 
to  the  Convention,  which  a  varia- 
tion of  the  title  might  render  pre 
carious.  But  from  the  experience 
of  three  years,  and  the  best  light 
they  have  been  able  to  obtain,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  following 
alterations  will  be  beneficial,  and 
are  expedient,  ziz.  That  the  pow 
ers  of  this  Convention  be  extended 
so  as  to  embrace  home  missions  and 
plans  for  the  encouragement  of  ed-^ 
ucation  ;  and  that  henceforward  the 
quorum  of  the  Board  for  the  trans- 
action of  business  be  five. 

A  communication  from  our  Agent, 
Mr.  Rice,  relative  to  his  late  tour^ 
has  been  laid  before  the  Board,  to 
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which  we  refer  you.  Until  the 
present  time  he  has  been  employ- 
ed in  the  United  States  for  ong-inat- 
iog  and  encouraging  mission  insti- 
tutions, and  for  organizing  and  es- 
tablishing a  system  of  general  inter- 
course. It  is  obvious  that  many 
important  advantages  have  resulted 
from  this  measure.  The  distinct 
sense  of  the  Convention,  however, 
upon  the  propriety  of  continuing 
such  an  agency,  it  would  be  proper 
the  Board  should  possess. 

The  Board  are  deeply  convinc- 
ed  of  the  propriety  of  immediate 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  Indians 
of  our  own  country.  Habits  of  civ- 
ilization among  them  will  necessa- 
rily be  connected  with  the  recep- 
tion of  the  gospel.  They  are  hea- 
then which,  from  their  proximity, 
have  a  special  claim  upon  your  pi- 
ous zeal,  it  is  believed  that  suita- 
ble persons  can  be  oblained  to  go 
among  them.  Large  iields  also  are 
to  be  found,  especially  in  the  west?, 
ern  sections  of  our  country,  where 
the  truths  of  the  gospel  are  rarely, 
if  ever,  proclaimed. 

Several  very  interesting  docu- 
ments have  been  received  from  In- 
dia, which  the  Board  have  the  plea- 
sure of  presenting  you.  They  re- 
joice that  the  cause  of  God  is  evi- 
jiently  increasing  in  the  earth,  and 
trust  the  time  is  not  remote  when 
the  kingdoms  shall  become  the 
LordV. 

The  Board  are  sensible  that  the 
means  usually  employed  by  the  Su- 
preme Head  of  the  church  for  the 
advancement  of  undetiled  religion 
is  the  preaching  of  the  Divine 
Word,  and  that  it  is  oX  importance 
that  the  preacher  be  furnished  as 
extensively  as  possible  for  his  im- 
portant work.  They  respectfully 
call  your  attention  to  the  general 
subject  of  education,  and  hope  your 
wisdom  may  contrive  means  for  the 
advancement  of  this  important  ob- 
ject. 

The  labours  of  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  greatly  diveisitied 
and  extended,  must,  as  the  Board 
are  sensible,  necessgirily  occupy  a 


large  portion  of  his  time,  and  re- 
quire much  care  and  exertion.  The 
Board  respectluiiy  submit  to  the 
Convention  the  propriety  of  an  ex- 
pression of  their  opmion,  as  to  iiis 
receiving  a  reasonable  compensa- 
tion, 

With  sentiments  of  Christian 
esteem, 

By  order  of  the  BoarJ," 
HORATIO  G.  JOi\t:rS, 
RecDidiug  ^Secretary,  pro  tein. 


The  folloxving  Besolutions^  reported 
by  a  Committee^  were  adopted. 

1.  Resolved,  unanimous!}'',  That 
the  several  documents  presented 
by  the  Board  are  highly  interesting, 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Board  to  publish  in  their  Report 
such  parts  of  them  as  they  may 
deem  important. 

2.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That 
the  ConTention  acknowledge  the 
judicious  and  affectionate  letter 
from'  the  Serampore  brethren,  Dr. 
Carey,  Dr.  Marshman,  and  Mr. 
Ward,  and  recommend  to  the  Board 
that  an  appropriate  answer  be  re- 
turned,  expressive  of  the  sense  this 
Convention  entertains  of  their  fra- 
ternal attentions  to  our  missionaries, 
of  lively  gratitude  for  the  printing- 
press  and  other  articles,  and  recip- 
rocating their  wishes  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Redeemers  Empire. 

3.  liesolved,  unanimously,  That 
the  Convention  has  derived  high 
satisfaction  from  the  communica- 
tions of  brethren  Judsonand  Hough 
— r-they  are  pleased  with  the  in- 
formation they  impart,  the  mission- 
ary ardour  they  breathe,  and  the 
prospects  of  ultimate  success  which 
in  their  opinion  are  opening.  'I  hey 
approve  the  form  of  agreemenc 
which  they  have  adopted,  and  trust 
the  LoKD  of  the  harvest  will  make 
them  faithful  unto  death.  The 
Board  is  requested  to  return  appro- 
priate answers. 

4.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That 
the  signal  successes  that  have,  w-. 
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der  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  attend- 
ed the  indefatigable  labours  of 
the  Rev.  Luther  Rice,  agent  of  the 
Board,  to  originate  and  foster  mis- 
sionary institutions,  and  effectuate 
arrangements  for  the  complete  op- 
eration of  a  systematic  general  in- 
tercourse, demonstrate  the  wisdom 
€)f  the  measure,  and  suggest  the 
expediency  of  maintaining  such  an 
agency  for  a  period  to  come. 

5.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That 
the  Convention  entertain  a  high 
sense  of  the  truly  Christian  benev- 
olence of  Edward  Thompson,  Esq. 
in  furnishing  at  his  own  expense  a 
passage  for  our  missionarieii,  and 
supplying  them  with  provisions  and 
other  conveniences  on  the  passage 
to  India ;  as  also  for  other  facilities 
he  has  rendered  the  institution,  and 
for  his  liberal  offer  cf  affording  his 
kind  aid  in  case  of  sending  out  oth- 
er missionaries  ;  they  also  concur 
with  the  Board  in  tendering  their 
sincere  respect  and  affectionate 
gratitude. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  the 
Rev.  Drs.  Baldwin  and  Staughton, 
the  Hon^  Judge  Tallmadge,  and 
Mr.  John  Cauldwell,  be  requested 
to  wait  on  Edward  Thompson,  Esq. 
with  the  above  resolution. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a 
(Communication  relative  to  the  edu- 
cation of  pious  young  men,  who 
appear  to  be  called  of  God  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  be  referred 
and  specially  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  the  Board. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the 
Convention  unite  their  sympathies 
with  their  brethren  in  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Asia,  and  share  the  regret 
of  the  Christian  world  at  large  on 
the  decease  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fuller, 
late  Secretary  of  the  English  Bap- 
tist Mission.  His  amiable  character, 
his  exalted  virtues,  and  his  success- 
ful labours  in  the  missionary  cause, 
will  be  long  and  affectionately  re- 
membered. May  He  who  ascended 
on  high,  and  has  received  gifts  for 
men,  abundantly  supply  the  deti- 
ciency  which  the  removal  of  this 


excellent  servant  of  God  has  oc- 
casioned. 

The  Conventionhavingseen,with 
pleasure,  the  proposals  of  the  edi- 
tors of  the  American  Baptist  Mag- 
azine and  ^Missionary  Intelligencer, 
being  a  new  series  of  a  work  which 
has  contributed  in  no  inconsiderable 
degree  in  exciting  the  present  mis- 
sionary spirit,  particular)}"^  in  the 
northern  parts  of  our  country,  and 
being  deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  diffusing,  as  widely 
as  possible,  religious  and  missionary 
information. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this 
work  be  recommended  to  our  con- 
stituents as  deserving  of  their  pat- 
ronage, and  the  patronage  of  the 
public  at  large. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That 
the  Convention  view  with  peculiar 
pleasure  the  existence  and  oper- 
ations of  the  American  Bible  Soci- 
ety, and  that  they  will  be  happy, 
so  far  as  the  nature  of  their  institu- 
tion admits,  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  the  great  object  of  circula- 
ting the  Word  of  God  in  this  or 
any  other  country;  and  that  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  Ox'  the 
Board  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  the  said  Bible  Society  this  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved,  unanimously, That  the 
President  of  the  Convention  be 
requested  to  address  a  lettef  to  the 
President  of  the  British  and  For- 
eign Bible  Society,  expressive  of 
the  high  sense  which  this  Conven- 
tion entertain  of  the  important  and 
extensive  blessing  which  have  re- 
sulted from  their  unwearied  labours 
of  love,  in  printing  and  distributing 
the  Holy  Scriptures  to  our  fellow 
beings  of  different  nations  and  lan- 
guages; and  particularly  for  the 
kind  aid  afforded  to  our  brethren  at 
Serampore,  engaged  in  translating 
and  printing  the  Scriptures  in  the 
languages  of  the  East. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the 
Convention  earnestly  recommend 
to  the  churches  throughout  our 
country,  to  v.mte  in  the  general 
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CONCERT    PRAYER    MEETING,     On  the 

first  Monday  of  eieru  monih.,  for  the 
purpose  oi"  imploring  the  blessing 
of  Almighty  God  on  missionary  ef- 
forts. 

A  letter  from  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Richmond  African 
Baptist  Missionary  bociety  was 
read. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the 
said  letter  be  noticed  on  the  min- 
utes of  the  Convention,  and  that 
the  Board,  if  they  find  it  practica- 
ble, be  advised  to  institute  an  Afri- 
can Mission,  conformably  to  the 
wishes  of  the  said  African  Mission 
Society;  and  that  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Board  be  re- 
quested 40  communicate  this  reso- 
lution, together  with  an  encoura- 
ging, afiectionate  letter  to  that  so- 
ciety. 

The  subsequently  named  persons 
were  elected  as  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions for  three  years,  viz. 
Rev.  Thomas  Baldzcin^  D  .D.  Mass. 

 Lucius  Bolles^     AJ.  Mass. 

  JVilliam  Staughton^    D.  D. 

Pennsj'lvania. 

 Horatio  G.  Jones,  A.  M.  Penn. 

 Daniel  Sharp,  A.  M.  Mass. 

 John  Wiiliams,  IVew-York. 

 Burgis  Allison^  D.  D.  IVew- 

Jersey. 

Thomas  Shields^  Esq.  Penn. 
Bxv.  John  Healy^  Maryland. 

 Barnabas  Bates,  A.  M.  R.  I. 

.  George  Roberts,  IST.  Carolina. 

 JVilliam  Warder,  Kentucky. 

.  Elisha  Cushman,  Connecticut. 

 John  Peck,  New-York. 

 Spencer  H.   Cone,  Dist.  Co- 

I'.mbia. 

  Thomas  Roberts,  Pennsylvania. 

 Len'is  Leonard,  New-York. 

John  Cauldwell^  Esq.  New- 
York. 

 Robert  B.  Semple,  A.  M.  Va. 

 Ed-ward  Baptist,  A.  M.  Va. 

 Richard  Furman,  D.  D.  S.  C. 

Hon.  Matthias   B.  Talhnadge,  Esq. 
N.  Y. 

Rev.  Jesse  Mercer,  Georgia. 

 Archibald  Maclav,  New-York. 

— ' —  John  P.  Peck-j^ofth,  Pean. 


Rev.  James  APLavghlin,  N.  Jersey, 

 JohnM.  Roberts,  D.  D.  S.  C. 

 Jeremiah  Fcrrfema??, Kentucky . 

 Stephen  Gano,  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.   George  F.  Cvrz^'en,  Penn. 
 John  Bradley,  Pennsylvania. 

After  the  choice  of  officers, 

Resolved,  That  the  next  trienni- 
al meeting  of  this  Convention  be 
held  in  Philadelphia,  to  commence 
on  the  last  Wednesday  in  April, 
1820. 

Concluding  prayer,  and  an  af- 
fectionate address,  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Baldwin.  Adjourned. 


After  the  rising  of  the  Conven- 
tion, the  newly-appointed  Board 
met  iu  Sansom-street  Meeting- 
house, l5th  May,  1817. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Baldwin  opened 
the  meeting  with  prayer. 

Resolved,  That  committees  be 
appointed  by  this  Board,  in  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  ap- 
plicants for  Missionary  employ. 

Pursuant  to  this  resolution,  the 
Rev  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D.  and 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Daniel  Sharp,  Lu- 
cius BoUes,  Joseph  Grafton,  and 
James  M.  Winchell,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee  for  the  Northern 
section.  The  Rev.  Hiphard  Fur- 
man,  D.  D.  the  Rev.  John  M.  Rob- 
erts, D.  D.  the  Rev.  Jesse  Mercer, 
and  the  General  Committee  of  the 
Charleston  Association,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee  for  the 
Southern  section.  The  Rev- Jere- 
miah Vardeman,  his  Excellency 
Gabriel  Slaughter,  4lq.  and  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Silas  M.  Noel,  Isaac 
Hodgen  and  William  Warder,  were 
appointed  the  committee  for  the 
Western  section. 

Resolved,  That  if  at  any  time 
other  members  of  the  Board  should 
be  present  at  their  meetings,  they 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat  with  any 
of  these  committees. 

The  committee  ou  the  subject  of 
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the  Agency  made  report,  which 
was  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  pursuant  to  the 
iHBcommendation  of  the  Convention, 
and  the  report  of  the  comniittee  on 
the  subject,  such  an  Agency  be  con- 
tinued. 

A  letter  addressed  to  the  Con- 
vention, prepared  by  Mr.  Rice  at 
the  instance  of  several  members  of 
that  body,  on  the  subject  of  his  mis- 
sionary views,  and  the  relations  be- 
tween the  Board  and  himself,  in 
which  he  distinctly  solicits  the  de- 
liberate sense  of  the  body  as  to  his 
duty  relative  to  going  immediately 
to  Burmah ;  and  which,  after  the 
subject  had  been  weighed,  it  was 
judged  proper  should  be  referred 
to  the  Board,  was  read.  On  this 
communication,  the  Rev.  Drs.  Fur- 
man,  Staughton,  and  Baldwin,  were 
appointed  a  committee,  who,  after 
due  consultation  on  the  subject,  re- 
ported ;  which  report  was  accept- 
ed ;  and  the  Board,  upon  seriously 
considering  the  case,  being  united 
-and  decided  in  the  opinion,  that  it  is 
not  the  duty  of  Mr.  Rice,  as  yet,  to 
depart  for  the  Burman  empire. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That 
brother  Rice  be  continued  Agent  of 
the  Board  in  the  United  States  ;  and 
that  Dr.  Staughton,  Dr.  Furman, 
and  Mr.  Mercer,  be  a  committee  to 
confer  with  him  relative  to  the  di- 
rection of  his  ensuing  labours. 

On  the  n^mmunication  made  by 
the  President  of  the  Convention  to 
that  body,  and  referred  to  the 
Board,  relative  to  assisting  the  ed- 
ucation of  such  pious  young  men 
as  appear  to  be  called  of  God  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry, 

Resolved.  That  the  Board  are 
'impressed  with  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  will  cheerfully 
adopt  measures,  as  opportunity 
^,shall  serve,  particularly  by  endeav- 
ouring to  diffuse  information  them- 
selves on  the  subject,  by  their 
Agent,  and  Missionaries,  and  other- 
wise, to  bring  it  to  full  effect. 

The  subject  of  domestic  missions, 
and  missions  to  the  Indiao  tribes  on 


our  own  continent  was  taken  into 
consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  con- 
template, with  deep  concern,  the 
miserable  condition  of  the  various 
tribes  of  Indians  on  our  own  conti- 
nent ;  that  they  regard  as  a  favour- 
able indication  in  providence,  the 
anxious  solicitude  which  many,  par- 
ticularly in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Indians,  manifest  for  introduc- 
ing the  gospel  among  them;  that 
this  Board  will  avail  itself  of  the 
earliest  opportunity,  when  any  suit- 
able person  or  persons  shall  offer 
for  the  service,  to  make  a  vigorous 
effort  in  relation  to  some  of  the 
tribes;  and  that,  pursuant  to  this 
determination,  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  be  instructed  to  write  lo 
the  Rev.  Humphrey  Fosey,  from 
whom  some  interesting  informatioa 
has  been  already  received,  to  learn 
of  him  still  further  his  views,  par- 
ticularly in  relation  to  the  Chero- 
kees,  in  whose  neighbourhood  he 
has  resided,  whether  he  would  be 
willing  to  labour  among  them  ;  and 
ifso,whatplan  of  operation  he  could 
suggest  as  most  eligible,  and  what 
support  would  be  requisite. — Al~ 
so  that  the  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary be  instructed  to  write  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Sarepta  Mission  Society  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  to  any  others  from  whoni 
he  may  judge  important  informatiou 
may  be  obtained. 

Application  was  made  on  the  part 
of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  John  M.  Peck, 
and  James  E.  Welch,  for  an  appoint 
ment  to  a  Western  mission,  having 
reference  ultimately  to  the  West- 
ern Indians.  This  application  was 
accompanied  with  a  statement  bj 
their  tutor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Staughton, 
much  in  favour  of  their  religious 
character  and  deportment  while 
members  of  his  family,  and  of  their 
talents  and  acquirements  for  the 
sacred  ministry,  which  was  highly 
satisfactory  to  the  Board. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the 
said  brethren,  James  E.  Welch  and 
JohD  M.  Peck,  he  accepted  as  Mis^ 
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anertcan  baptist  mission. 


sionnries  of  this  Board ;  that  they 
be  instructed  to  proceed,  as  soon  as 
convenient,  to  the  n'est\vard,  with 
a  view  to  commence  their  labours 
at  St.  LoTiis,  or  its  vicinity,  in  the 
Missouri  Territory;  that  1 000 dol- 
lars be  placed  in  their  hands,  to  as- 
sist them  in  ^oin^  with  their  fami- 
lies to  St.  Louis,  and  to  support 
them  in  the  commencement  of  their 
missionary  exertions  ;  that  they  be 
authorized  and  requested  to  mak-e 
collections  of  money,  and  of  books, 
as  opportunities  offer,  with  a  view 
of  aidini^  ihe  Western  mission,  and 
give  account  of  the  same  to  the 
Board  ;  that  they  be  instructed  al- 
so to  make  inquiries,  after  arriving" 
in  the  missionary  field,  relative  to 
the  native  tribes  in  that  quarter ; 
and  that,  on  the  ensuing  Sabbath, 
they  be  solemnly  set  apart  to  the 
service  of  the  said  Western  mission. 

Several  interesting  articles  zvc 
are  obliged  to  orait  for  ■want  of 
room.  Mr.  Rice  communicated 
to  the  Board  an  account  of  his 
labours  during  the  year  past^ 
from  which  it  appears  that  he 
had  travelled  G600  miles.,  and 
collected  for  the  mission  %,orc 
than  4000  dollars.  This  coin- 
mimicatioii  -sye  shall  endeavour 
to  insert  in  a  future  number. 


ADDRESS  OF  TH£  CO^iVtN- 
TION. 

THft  Baptist  Ge\'i-:ral  Cos-vF.y- 
Tiox  for  Miss'on'irif  fiuYfiofset, 
a^!ie.mhled  at  th  ir  firat  triennial 
rrfe^ing  in  Fhilad"ihhii,to  thei''  im- 
mediate con^^'tti'-ntf!,  and  to  thr  A^- 
itociations.  Mission  S')cietie<!,Church- 
e?.  and  re/it^'ious  Public  th^'msrhout 
thf  United  ^tate^i^firesent  Christian 
Suluta'ions  : 

With  sentiments  of  the  most  ar- 
d'^nt  sfratitude  to  the  God  of  Mer- 
cy, the  Convention  has  the  pleas- 
ure of  addressing  you.  We  have 
been  permitted  to  enjoy  an  inter- 
view with  each  other,  and  to  en- 
gage in  the  important  consultations 


which  oar  conr'::iin2:  embraced,  in 
the  spirit  of  fraternal  love.  In  the 
midst,  and  at  the  close  of  our  de- 
liberations, the  lin?s  were  sung  as 
descriptive  of  the  common  feeling, 

"  Lo !  Avhat  an  entertainipj;  sifjht 
Are  bi-ethren  that  a^Vee ; 

Brethren  whose  cheerful  hearts  uaite 
In  Imiids  cf  piety.*' 

It  is  peculiarly  grateful  when 
bodies,  assembled  to  consult  for  the 
promotion  of  a  kingdom  through 
which  peace  shall  flow  like  a  river, 
find  the  same  s.^cred  stream  enrich- 
ing and  cheering  themselves.  It 
is  deserving  observation  and  thank- 
fulness, that  the  lives  of  all  our 
brethren  who  assembled  three 
years  ago,  have  been  graciously 
preserved. 

The  Convention  has  cause  for 
rejoicing  in  observing,  that  the  sup- 
port necessary  to  carry  their  ob- 
jects into  full  elTect,  has  increased 
with  each  succeeding  year.  Funds, 
to  an  extent  which  the  most  san- 
guine anticipations  had  scarcely 
contemplated,  have  poured  into 
our  treasury  :  their  sources  are  not 
only  active,  but  miiltiplying.  The 
reality  of  faith  is  best  demonstrated 
by  holy  obedrence  ;  and,  on  the 
same  principle,  the  sincerity  of  the 
professions  of  the  friends  of  Mis- 
sions becomes  unquestionable,  when 
like  ships  of  Tarshish,  the}^  "bring 
their  silver  and  their  gold  with 
them  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord 
and  to  the  Holy  One  of  Israel." 
The  strictest  frugality,  consistent 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  design, 
becomes  the  Board  in  appropria- 
ting-, and  Missionaries  in  expending, 
the  funds  of  the  institution ;  yet 
while  this  is  sacredly  ob&erved,  the 
vast  extent  of  field  which  cries  aloud 
for  e  van^^elic  cultivation,  renders  it, 
in  a  manner,  impossible  that  funds 
can  be  excessive.  "  Who  then  is 
willing  to  consecrate  his  service 
this  day  unto  the  Lord 

The  encouragements  to  incessant 
and  vigorous  endeavour  are  of  the 
most  animating  description.  A 
stato  of  prosperity  is  promised  ?-r 
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the  church  of  Christ,  which/as  yet 
she  has  not  realized.    All  the  fami- 
lies of  the  QSicth  have  not,  as  yet, 
been  blessed  in  the  Messiah.  As 
jet,  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations 
have  not  worshipped  before  him. 
Nations  have  not  3^et  beaten  their 
swords  into  ploughshares,  and  their 
spears  into  pruning  hooks.  The 
g-lory  of  the  Lord  is  not  yet  re- 
vealed, so  as  that  all  Jlesh  may  see 
it  together.    The  stone  whicli  smote 
the  image  upon  his  feet,  has  indeed 
become  a  grsat  mountain,  but  has 
FiOt,  as 'yet,  filled  the  whole  earth. 
The  Redeemer  is  lifted  up  from 
the  earth,  but,  as  yet,  he  has  not 
drawn  all  men  unto    him.  The 
kingdoms  of  this  world  have  not  yet 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord 
and  of  his  Christ ;   but  prophecy 
must  be    accomplished.  Heaven 
and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  the 
word  of  the  Lord  shall  not  pass 
away.    "  If  any  ask,  what  prospect 
of  ultimate  success  is  there  ?  tell 
them,"   says  a  pious  and  excellent 
missionary,      as  much  as  there  is 
that  an  almighty  and  faithful  God 
will  perform  his  promises,  and  no 
more." — Brethren,   no    more  is 
needed.    Hath  He  said,  and  shall 
he  not  do  it?  Hath  He  spoken,  and 
shall  he  not  bring  it  to  pass  ? 

The  emotions  and  aims  of  the 
ministers  and  churches  of  Christ 
have  recently  experienced  a  new 
and  glorious  elevation.    More  anx- 
ious than  ever  for  the  progress 
«f  conversion  and  godliness  in  the 
churches  to  which  they  are  united, 
they  seem  to  hear  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  addressing  each,  ashe  address- 
ed Jeremiah — "  See,  I  have  this 
day  set  thee  over  the  nations,  and 
over  the  kingdoms,  to  build  and  to 
plant."    The  spirit  of  the  well-in- 
formed Christian  is  no  longer  con- 
tent with  coasting  expedition  ;  it 
strikes,  like  a  Columbus,  across  the 
world  of  waters,  and  visits  islands 
and  continents  remote.    It  is  true 
that     the  kingdom,  and  the  great- 
ness of   the  kingdom  under  the 
whole  heaven,  shall  be  given  to  the 
people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most 


High ;"  but  it  will  be  given  as  was 
the  land  of  Canaan  to  the  Israelites, 
as  the  result  of  their  dependence  on 
an  everlasting  arm.,  and  their  active 
endeavours  to  lay  hold  of  the  prom- 
ised possession.  The  language  of 
heaven  to  Joshua  is  directed  to  each 
of  us  :  Have  I  not  commanded 
thee?  Be  strong  and  of  a  good  cour- 
age ;  be  not  afraid,  neither  be  thou 
dismayed  :  for  the  Lord  thy  God  is 
with  thee  whithersoever  thou goest. 

Exertions    for    extending  the 
knowledge  of  Christ   are  not  re- 
stricted to  any  particular  denomi- 
nation ©■f  Christians.    They  are 
employed,  perhaps,  by  all  who  de- 
light in  the  doctrine  of  the  Cross ; 
not  as  the  authority  of  Rome,  which 
sent  out  its  Jesuits  to  establish  a- 
broad  an  influence  which  was,  at 
home,  declining ;    but  at  a  time 
when    their   own   vineyards  are 
flourishing,  the  faithful  followers- 
of  Christ  are  ardent  to  plant  the 
gospel   where    his  name   is  un- 
known.   The  Moravians  have  been 
long  and  laboriously  engaged  in  this 
blessed  work.    The  Independent, 
the  Presbyterian,  the  Episcopalian, 
and  tj^e  Methodist,  have  successive- 
ly been  engaged,  and  are  vieing 
with  each  other  in  this  service  of 
holy  love.     With  humility  and 
thankfulness,  it  becomes  our  de- 
nomination to  acknowledge  the 
condescending   attentions   of  the 
supreme  Head  of  the  church.  If 
he  has  blest  the  example  of  our 
brethren  of  the  Northamptonshire 
Association  in  England,  to  the  gen- 
eral adoption  of  the  first  Monday 
in  every  month  as  a  time  of  prayer 
for  the  spread  of  his  gospel ;  if  he 
has  owned  the  ardours  and  toils  of 
our  brother  Carey  to  the  exciting 
of  a  holy  passion  for  foreign  mis- 
sions ;  if  he  suggested  to  the  mind 
of  our  brother  Hughes  the  first  idea 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society;  if  he  has  succeeded  exer- 
tion to  the  awakening  of  missionary 
zeal  among  our  brethren  in  the 
United  States ;  not  unto  us,  not  unto 
us,  but  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord 
be  the  glory  1 
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The  generous  efforts  of  the  so- 
tiety  we  have  just  named,  compos- 
ed of  Christians  of  every  denomi- 
nation, command  univ^ersal  exulta- 
tion and  burprise.  Their  funds 
have  been  prodigious,  and  are  in- 
creasing. Their  spirit,  like  that 
of  the  Lord  they  serve,  has  been 
humane,  beneficent,  and  enlarged. 
The  blessings  thej^  have  been  en- 
abled to  impart  will  diffuse  their 
influence  through  all  the  future 
generations  of  the  world.  Thou- 
sands existing,  and  tens  of  thousands 
unborn,  have  presented,  and  will 
offer  hallelujahs  to  the  throne  of 
heaven,  for  the  means  of  informa- 
tion and  grace  which  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  has  so  abun- 
dantly imparted.  But  while  this 
wonderful  society  has  been  doing 
much  by  its  exertions,  it  has  scarce- 
ly done  less  by  its  example.  The 
Protestant  powers  of  Europe,  and 
the  colonies  of  Asia,  are  encourag- 
ing similar  institutions.  America 
entered  early  into  this  course  of 
holy  charity.  Upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred Bible  Societies  are  formed  in 
the  United  States.  About  a  year 
ago  a  national  institution  was  com- 
menced, bearing  the  name  of  the 
American  Bible  Society.  Its  course 
has  been  highly  successful,  and  the 
prospects  of  extensive  usefulness 
are  fair  and  invigorating.  It  ap- 
pears the  determination  of  the  Lord 
to  continue  to  honour  the  word 
of  his  truth"  as  an  instrument  in 
the  conversion  of  the.souls  of  men. 
The  facilities  which  Christian  mis- 
sionaries must  enjoy,  in  having  the 
scriptures  translated  into  all  the 
languages  of  our  globe,  must  be 
incalculably  great.  The  labours 
of  our  beloved  brethren,  at  Seram- 
pore,  in  promoting  this  important 
object,  will  be  long  and  gratefully 
remembered.  The  isles  have  been 
waiting,  for  ages,  for  the  law  of 
the  Lord.    It  is  now  gone  forth. 

The  Convention  have  heard  with 
pleasure  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hough 
and  family,  together  with  Mrs. 
White,  in  India ;  and  that  the  for- 
mer are  now  at  Raneroon  engaofed 

Vol.  I.  d 


with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judson  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  More  missiona-* 
ries  being  importunately  solicited 
in  Burraah,  the  Board  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  gratifying  our  friends 
there,  and  of  promoting  the  king- 
dom of  the  Messiah,  by  sending  out 
two  pious  youths,  whose  minds  have 
been  directed  to  foreign  missions, 
and  who  for  the  last  two  years  have 
been  enjoying  the  instructions  of 
an  able  and  excellent  teacher,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Chaplin,  at  Danvers, 
Massachusetts.  They  are  well 
recommended  for  their  amiable 
dispositions,  the  uprightness  of  their 
conversation,  the  competency  of 
their  talents,  and  their  devotednesa 
to  the  service  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
It  is  expected  they  will  leave  the 
land  of  their  nativity,  and  sail  for 
the  spiritually  benighted  regions 
of  Burmah  by  some  early  convey- 
ance. VVe  are  persuaded  you  will 
help  them  by  your  fervent  and  re- 
peated prayers. 

The  ignorance,  transgression, 
and  misery^  with  which  our  earth  is 
covered,  impressively  call  for  the 
combined  exertions  of  the  people 
of  God;  but  the  capacity  of  mis- 
sionary establishments  is  necessari- 
ly restricted.  It  may  be  consider- 
ed a  question  of  ditliculty,  what 
sections  of  the  dominion  of  the 
prince  of  darkness  shall  be  first 
invaded  ?  In  some  respects  the  sec- 
tion is  of  little  moment,  for  the 
soul  of  man  is  every  v/here  stamp- 
ed with  an  equal  value.  The  spi- 
rit of  foreign  and  domestic  missions 
is  one.  It  is  as  incapable  of  beingf 
divided  as  is  the  spirit  of  person- 
al and  social  devotion.  Regions 
where  the  darkness  is  grossest,  and 
the  means  of  illumination  most  re- 
mote, present  a  peculiar  claim. 
The  question,  however,  it  is  be- 
lieved,  has  never  been  attended 
with  practical  embarrassment.  HE 
who  stirs  up  his  people  to  offer 
cheerfully  of  their  substance,  and 
his  messengers  to  venture  forth  in 
his  name,  commonly  points  by  the 
finger  of  his  providence  to  the 
field  for  labour,  as  distinctly  a% 
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he  did  in  the  apostolic  age  by  im- 
pressive visions  or  the  immediate 
voice  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  The 
kingdoms  of  providence  and  grace 
are,  by  the  heir  of  all  things,  con- 
trolled and  harmonized.  It  was 
providence  confest  that  directed 
our  English  brethren  to  Serampore. 
It  is  providence  that  has  placed  be- 
fore us  the  wretched  natives  of  Bur- 
mah,  and  inspired  the  cry — Chris- 
tians of  America,  come  over  and 
help  us  !"  The  interesting  history 
of  the  settling  of  our  brother  Jud- 
son  at  Rangoon  forbids  a  contrary 
conclusion. 

The  same  gracious  direction 
which  it  becomes  all  Missionary 
Societies  earnestly  to  solicit,  and 
conscientously  to  obey,  is  opening 
other  spheres  on  our  own  continent. 
A  respectable  and  well  recommen- 
ded missionary,  whom  the  Conven- 
tion hnd  pleasure  in  encouraging 
the  Board  to  adopt,  has  offered  his 
services  in  New  Orleans  and  its 
vicinity-  In  the  south-western  de- 
partment of  our  Union,  the  fields 
for  missionary  attempt  are  wide 
and  promising.  Impressions  made, 
in  iVew  Orleans  and  Louisiana  may 
make  way  for  the  triumphs  of 
redeemi:ig  grace,  in  the  regions 
where  the  policy,  avarice  and  am- 
bition of  Cortez  and  Pizarro,  strew- 
ed the  plains  with  desolation  and 
mortality. 

It  is  a  circumstance  remarkable 
and  pleasing,  that  two  young  breth- 
ren have  had  their  minds  seriously 
impressed  with  a  conviction,  that, 
if  Divine  Providence  approved,  it 
would  become  their  duty  to  com- 
mence a  Western  Mission.  For 
upwards  of  the  last  twelve  months 
they  have  been  engaged  in  prepa- 
ratory studies  under  the  direction 
of  the  Baptist  Education  Society  in 
Philadelphia.  Their  pulpit  talents 
are  in  a  high  degree  respectable, 
and  have  been  welcomed  among 
the  churches  of  Christ  where  they 
have  had  opportunities  of  preach- 
ing in  his  name.  The  immediate 
sphere  of  action  to  which  their 
minds  have  been  directed,  and 


which  it  is  believed  they  may,  with 
the  approbation  and  encouragement 
of  the  Board,  to  advantage  occupy, 
is  the  vicinity  of  St.  Louis  on  the 
western  banks  of  the  Missi=ippi. 
A  spiritual  dearth  there  exists.  A 
mission  established  in  this  part  of 
our  continent,  extending  itself  to 
the  Indians  in  the  West,  the  Con- 
vention consider  it  their  duty  to 
encourage  and  support. 

It  is  pleasing  to  observe,  that  the 
minds  of  the  churches  and  brethren 
in  the  western  States  have  been 
strongly  incited  to  this  important 
object.  The  Convention  has  cause 
to  rejoice  in  the  indications  of  the 
advance  of  the  work  of  the  Lord 
afforded  by  the  numerous  applica- 
tions for  the  missionary  service. 

In  contemplating  the  state  of  our 
Union,  the  Convention  cannot  sup- 
press its  jo}^  on  observing  toe  Asso>- 
ciations  generally  interesting  them- 
selves in  the  vvork  of  Missions. 
Means  are  usually  proportioned  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  objects  which 
infinite  intelligence  designs  to  ac- 
complish. The  almost  universal 
readiness  discovered  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  or  thirty  Associa- 
tions to  encourage  the  service,  and 
thf  liveljr  zeal  of  the  almost  equal- 
ly numerous  and  increasmg  mission- 
ary societies,  intent  on  the  salvation 
of  the  Heathen,  justify  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  Hea^l  of  the  church  is- 
preparing  to  effect  some  glorious 
result,  lie  who  marshalled  even 
the  stars  in  their  courses  to  fight 
against  an  opposing  Sisera,  is  now 
marshalling  his  saints,  that,  through 
their  instrumentality,  the  strata- 
gems and  energies  of  hell  may  be 
defeated,  and  "  the  prince  of  this 
world  be  cast  out."  If  it  be  asked^ 
why  have  missionary  efforts 
been  so  long  deferred  ?  We  might 
answer  by  asking,  why  was  the  Krr- 
formation  delayed  so  long?  or,  why 
was  not  the  ideaof  Bible  Institutions^ 
of  Sunday  schools,  and  of  Tract 
societies,  earlier  conceived  and 
brought  into  efficiency  ?  The  truth 
seems  to  lie  in  this  single  consider- 
ation— To  every  thing  there  k 
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a  season,  and  a  time  to  every  pur- 
po«e  un  ier  tlie  sun."  Someiimes 
for  reasons  wiiich  infinite  wisdom 
approves  and  eternal  rectitude  will 
viniicate,  ihe  hand  of  God  is  hid- 
den in  his  hosoni — while,  at  other 
seasons,  it  is  revealed.  We  have 
lived  to  see  the  period  when  the 
Lord  has  made  bare  his  holy  arm 
in  ihe  eyes  of  ail  the  nations 
when  minor  exhibitions  of  mercy 
lose  their  importance  in  a  glory 
that  excelleth.  ''Itis  a  lightthing,'' 
saith  the  Lord,  that  thou  should- 
est  be  my  servant,  to  raise  up  the 
tribes  of  Jacob,  and  to  restore  the 
pr'^served  of  Israel;  1  will  also  give 
thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that 
thou  maj^est  be  my  salvation  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth/' 

The  Convention  has  observed 
with  abundant  satisfaction,  the 
cheerful  and  liberal  exertions  of  pi- 
ous females.  These  have  formed 
numerous  societies,  and  in  several 
instances  sent  their  delegates,  con- 
sisting for  the  most  part  of  minister- 
ing brethren,  to  the  general  meet- 
ing. They  sincerely  hope  that 
such  as  have  commenced  this  bless- 
ed service  will  abound  in  it  more 
and  more,  and  that  many  others  will 
copv  their  luminous  example.  Ev- 
ery enlightened  female  must  know 
that  where  Christianity  exists  not, 
the  character  of  woman  is  shame- 
fully degraded.  Our  Lord,  when 
on  earth,  welcomed  the  ministra- 
tions of  hol^  women,  and  he  wel- 
comes them  still.  Is  it  prophesied 
"  the  daughter  of  Tyre  shall  be 
there  with  a  gift  ?"  the  daughters 
of  America  have  already  anticipat- 
ed her  offering. 

In  perusing  the  recent  accounts 
from  our  Missionary  brethren  in 
Asia,  it  is  pleasing  to  observe  that 
their  labours  are  very  much  direct- 
ed to  the  establishment  of  schools 
among  the  heathen,  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth.  This  effort,  the  re- 
sult of  wisdom  and  experience, 
promises  extensive  good.  The  at- 
tention of  the  juvenile  mind  is  easi- 
ly arrested.  Prejudices  against 
Christian  teachers  are  destroyed  in 


the  blossom,  and  it  may  reasonably 
be  hoped,  with  the  blessing  of  God, 
that  the  young  offspring  of  idolaters, 
trained  up  in  the  way  in  which  they 
should  go,  when  old  will  not  depart 
from  it.  While  the  Convention 
cordially  approves,  and  heartily  re^ 
joices  in  the  lovely  project,  they 
cannot  forget  that  there  arc  thou- 
sands of  our  youth  in  the  United 
States  that  need  similar  instructions. 
Sunday  schools  are  multiplying  in 
America — It  is  most  solemnly  wish- 
ed that  you  may  feel  the  import- 
ance of  such  institutions,  and  that 
you  endeavour  to  originate  and  sup- 
port them  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
your  ability. 

The  loss  of  a  number  of  celebrat- 
ed Grecian  youth  is  by  one  of  their 
orators  compared  to  the  loss  of  the 
buds  of  spring.  Too  much  atten- 
tion to  the  tuition  of  the  rising  gen- 
eration can  scarcely  be  paid.  They 
are  the  buds  from  which  future  fruit 
is  to  be  collected.  It  is  hoped  that 
such  as  have  it  in  their  power  will 
not  conceive  property  ill-employed 
when  used  for  this  very  important 
end.  Such  as  cannot  command 
funds  for  instruction,  ought  to  be 
taken  under  the  zealous  and  faith- 
ful management  of  Sunday  school 
establishments. 

To  the  subject.of  education,  gen- 
erally, the  mind  of  the  Convention 
has  been  seriously  directed.  They 
stated,  in  part,  their  ideas  relative 
to  this  point,  in  their  first  address. 
They  wish  to  recall  your  attention 
to  this  most  interesting  topic,  par- 
ticularly in  relation  to  such  pious 
young  men,  as  shall  possess  talents 
which  promise  usefulness  in  the 
Word.  They  are  fully  sensible, 
that,  in  relation  to  grace  in  the 
heart,  a  sacred  necessity  compell- 
ing to  the  work,  and  the  valuable 
success  that  shall  accompan}'^  pulpit 
labour,  the  Lord  alone  can  make 
able  ministers  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment :  but  when  they  mark  the  ad- 
vantages which  those  servants  of 
the  church  enjoy  who  can  read  the 
lively  oracles  in  their  original  lan- 
guages ;  when  they  consider  the 
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improved,  and  rapidly  improving 
state  of  society,  in  which  the  gram- 
mar of  the  English  language  is  gen- 
erally taught ;  when  they  mark  the 
zeal  which  other  Christian  societies 
are  exercising  on  this  subject,  and 
the  advantages  which  it  secures 
them;  when  they  consider  how 
much  literary  assistance  is  desired 
by  godly  and  intelligent  young  men, 
and  the  facility  with  which  it  may 
be  obtained  by  a  little,  generous, 
and  common  exertion,  they  feel 
compelled,  affectionately  and  im- 
portunately, to  solicit  your  bounty 
and  influence.  A  scheme  in  favour 
of  education  being  introduced,  the 
Convention  were  unanimous  as  to 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
left  it  in  charge  with  the  Board  to 
give  it  that  maturity  and  publicity 
which  |hey  shall  approve.  It  is 
hoped  that  something  on  this  point 
will  be  speedily  and  vigorously  at- 
tempted. It  is  certain  education 
may  be  abused,  and  so  may  health, 
and  food,  and  civil  liberty,  and  ev- 
ery blessing  of  earth  and  heaven  ; 
but  it  is  equally  certain  that  it  may 
be  improved  for  purposes  profitable 
to  thfe  chbrch  of  God,  and  conducive 
to  the  best  interests  of  thousands. 
The  difficulties  on  this  subject  felt 
by  some  pious  brethren,  are,  like 
vapours  of  the  morning,  vanishing. 

The  agency  employed  within  the 
Unit-ed  States  by  the  Board,  for  giv- 


ing birth  and  stability  to  Mission 
Societies,  and  efficient  operation  to 
a  plan  of  systematic  general  inter- 
course, is  fully  approved  by  the 
Convention,  They  believe  that 
the  continuance  of  such  an  agency 
will  be  of  signal  use  to  the  cause 
of  God. 

When  the  royal  prophet  prayed, 
"  O  Lord  send  out  thy  light  and 
thy  truth !"  he  subjoined  the  re- 
quest, let  it  "  lead  me  and  guide 
me."  Missionary  endeavours  will 
be  of  no  avail  to  our  personal  wel- 
fare, without  the  spirit  of  individu- 
al religion. — Let  family  worship 
be  solemnly  regarded.  Remem- 
ber, beloved  friends,  conscientious- 
ly remember,  the  Sabbath  day, 
to  keep  it  holy.  Encourage  pray- 
er meetings,  and  especially  the 
monthly  prayer  meeting  for  the 
spread  of  the  gospel.  Walk  wor- 
thy of  God  unto  all  well  pleasing, 
and  contend  for  the  faith  once  de- 
livered unto  the  saints. 

God  of  his  mercy  grant  that  when 
the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  shall  ap- 
pear, you  and  we  may  be  accepted 
of  hirn,  not  having  on  our  own 
righteousness,  which  is  of  the  law, 
but  the  righteousness  which  is  of 
God  by  faith." 

Yours,  affijctionately,  in  the 
gospel, 

RICHARD  FURMAN,  Pm, 
DANIEL  SHARP,  iiecr'y. 


BURMAJV 

^tract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  Mr. 
JuDSON,  to  Dr  Stauguton,  dated 
Rangoon,  August  3,  1816. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

Four  months  have  now  elapsed 
since  I  was  seized  with  a  nervous 
affection  of  my  head  and  eyes, 
which  has  prevented  my  majking 
any  advance  in  the  language,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  has  in- 
capacitated me  for  even  writing  a 
letter.  I  had  fully  made  up  my 
jUind  to  take  passage  to  Bengal, 


MISSIOJV. 

with  Captain  Kidd,  a  pious  man, 
who  has  been  living  with  \Z6  for  the 
last  two  months,  when  the  news 
reached  us  that  brother  Hough  had 
arrived  in  Bengal,  and  might  be  ex- 
pected here  in  a  few  weeks.  I  con- 
sequently concluded  to  wait  for  tlie 
present,  and  take  some  future  op- 
portunity of  trying  the  sea  air,  and 
getting  some  medical  assistance, 
without  which  I  have,  for  some 
time,  feared  that  I  should  never  be 
able  to  apply  myself  again  to  my 
studies.    Within  a  few  days,  how^ 
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ever,  I  have  felt  more  relief  from 
the  pain  and  distressing  weakness 
of  my  eyes,  than  I  have  known 
since  i  was  first  taken ;  and  I  begin 
to  hope,  that  the  measures  I  am 
now  pursuing  will  issue  in  my  re- 
covery, without  a  voyage  at  sea. 

Since  the  11th  of  last  April,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  read  a  page 
in  a  Burman  book.  During  this 
period,  1  found  that  I  could  attend, 
v/ith  less  pain,  to  the  compilation 
of  a  Burman  grammar,  than  to  any 
other  study.  And  this  I  was  induc- 
ed to  persevere  in,  from  the  hope, 
that  if  I  was  never  again  able  to 
prosecute  thestudy  of  the  language, 
the  knowledge  I  have  hitherto  ac- 
quired, would  not  be  wholly  lost  to 
a  successor.  The  grammar  is  now 
completed,  and  1  had  fully  intended 
to  forward  you  a  copy  by  this  con- 
veyance;  but  I  tind,  that  in  my 
present  state,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  transcribe  it. 

All  that  I  can  do  at  present  is  to 
send  you  a  copy  of  a  Burman  tract, 
which  has  been  chiefly  composed 
during  the  same  period,  and  which 
I  accompany  with  an  English  trans- 
lation. The  Burman  original  is 
pronounced,  by  my  teacher  and  oth- 
ers, not  only  intelligible,  but  per- 
spicuous; and  to  get  this  printed 
was  one  object  that  I  had  in  view 
in  going  to  Bengal.  Brother  Hough 
has,  however,  just  sent  round  a 
press  and  types,  which  are  now  in 
the  Rangoon  river;  and  as  he  ex- 
pects to  follow  himself  the  first  op- 
portunity; and,  as  I  have  heard, 
tmderstands  the  printing  business, 
I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant, 
when  we  shall  have  a  bit  of  bread 
to  give  to  the  starving,  perishing 
Burmans,  around  us. 

It  will  probably  be  impossible  to 
keep  the  press  long  in  Rangoon. 
It  will  be  ordered  up  to  Ava,  as 
soon  as  the  news  of  such  a  curiosity 
reaches  the  king's  ears.  Nor  is 
ihis  to  be  regretted ;  under  the 


overruling  providence  of  God,  it 
may  open  a  wide  door  to  missiona- 
ry exertions.    Two  of  us  would 
remove  to  Ava.    But  we  could  not 
subsist  there,  without  an  intermedi- 
ate station  at  Rangoon.  In  this  view 
of  things,  it  would  be  very  desira- 
ble, that  another  man  should  be 
found  to  accompany  brother  Rice, 
If  I  should  say  two  men  more,  with 
brother  Rice,  as  I  wish  to  do,  it 
might   appear  inconsistent  with 
something  I  wrote  sometime  ago. 
However,  the  press  and  a  station 
at  Ava  quite  alter  the  circumstan- 
ces. .  I  have  been  led  to  think  and 
inquire  more  about  Ava  of  late,  by 
a  report  that  is  in  circulation,  that 
I  am  soon  to  be  ordered  up  to  Aya 
myself    And  the  more  I  think  of 
it,  the  more  I  am  inclined  to  be= 
lieve,  that  it  is  the  way  in  which 
the  gospel  is  to  be  introduced  into 
this  empire.    But  whoever  comes, 
I  hope  they  will  have  more  grace, 
more  talent,  and  more  sweetness  of 
disposition  than  I  have.    These  are 
three  essentials  requisite  in  a  mis- 
sionary, especially  the  latter,  if  he 
expects  to  be  united  with  others. 

The  British  Baptists  have  made 
a  noble  beginning  in  Western  Ind^a. 
It  remains  for  the  American  Bap- 
tists to  make  an  attempt  on  the 
Eastern  side.  But  we  need  a  Ca- 
rey, a  Marshman,  and  a  Ward.  As 
for  myself,  I  fear  I  shall  prove  on^ 
ly  a  pioneer,  and  do  a  little  in  prepar- 
ing the  way  for  others.  But  such 
as  I  am,  I  feel  devoted  to  the  work, 
and  with  the  grace  of  God,  and  the 
help  of  the  society,  am  resolved  to 
persevere  to  the  end  of  my  life. 

I  presume  that  Mr.  Hough  has 
brought  many  letters  from  Ameri- 
ca, but  I  have  received  none  as  yet. 
I  have  hitherto  received  two  let- 
ters only  from  you,  one  of  July^ 
and  tbe  ether  of  December,  1814. 

I  remain.  &c. 

A  JTJDSON. 


itf2  C03IMUxMCAT10\  FROM  MEl 

GOMMUNICATIOIN"  from  Rev. 
Messhs,  Jud?Oi\  and  Hough. 

Ranr^ooJ),  Novcm.  Tlh,  1816. 

Kev.  and  dear  Sir, 

It  is  with  peculiar  sntisfaclion 
that  Ave  are,  at  length,  able  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  the  Board,  in  our 
joint  capacity.  We  had  a  joyful 
meeting  in  this  place,  the  1 5th  ult. 
Mr.  Hough  has  settled  in  one  part 
of  the  Mission-house  ;  and  we  are 
now  united,  both  as  a  church  of 
Christ,  and  as  a  mission  society. 
Our  regulations  on  the  latter  point, 
we  here  submit  to  the  Board.  It 
will  be  evident,  at  first  sight,  that 
these  regulations  have  a- prospec- 
tive view,  and  are  framed  some- 
what differently  from  what  they 
would  have  been,  had  we  not  ex- 
pected that  our  society  would  soon 
be  enlarged.  But  we  hope  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when 
they  will  receive  the  signature  of 
brother  Rice  also.  Indeed  we 
hope  for  more  ihan  ihi<;  we  hope 
that  one  or  two  others  will  be  found 
to  accompany  Mr.  Rice. 

It  is  true  that  one  of  us  remain- 
ed about  three  years  in  this  place, 
without  uttering  any  Macedonian 
cries.  But  we  apprehend,  that 
the  time  is  now  come,  when  it  is 
consistent  with  the  strictest  pru- 
dence to  lift  up  our  voice  and  sa}^. 
Come  over  the  ocean  and  help  us. 
By  a  residence  of  three  years  in 
this  country,  many  doubts  which  at 
jfirst  occurred,  are  removed  ;  and 
many  points  concerning  the  practi- 
cability of  a  mission,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  success,  are  ascertained. 
We  cannot  now  enter  much  into  de- 
tail ;  but  we  desire  to  say,  that  we 
consider  the  mission  established  in 
this  land.  We  unite  in  opinion, 
that  ai  wide  door  is  set  open  for  the 
introduction  of  the  religion  of  .Je- 
sus into  this  great  empire.  We 
have  at  present  no  governmental 
interdict  to  encounter,  and  no  great- 
er obstacles  than  such  as  oppose 
the  progress  of  missionaries  in  ev- 
ery heathen  land.    It  appears  to 
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US  (and  may  it  so  appear  to  our 
fathers  and  brethren)  that  God,  in 
removing  the  English  mission  from 
this  place,  and  substitutmg  in  their 
stead,  an  American  mission,  is  em- 
phatically calling  on  the  American 
churches  to  compassionate  the  poor 
Burmans,  and  to  send  their  silver, 
and  their  gold,  and  their  young 
men,  to  this  eastern  part  of  tne 
world,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
against  the  mighty. 

From  the  accompanying  articles 
of  agreement,  you  will  be  able  to 
form  some  idea  of  the  probable  ex- 
pense of  a  mission  to  this  country. 
The  monthly  appropriation  for  sub- 
sistence will  necessarily  be  enlarg- 
ed as  our  families  increase.  It 
was  originally  fixed  by  the  breth- 
ren at  Serampore,  and  has  been 
found  by  Mr.  Judson,  just  sufhcient 
to  meet  the  common  expenses  for 
food  and  clothing.  No  expense  is 
yet  incurred  for  building  or  house- 
rent,  as  we  are  permitted  to  occu- 
py the  jMission-house,  erected  by 
Messrs.  C hater  and  Carey,  and 
which  is  the  property  of  the  socie- 
ty in  England.  It  is  diiiicult  to 
form  any  estimate  of  extra  mission 
expenses,  such  as  (according  to  the 
.^erampore  plan)  fall  not  within  the 
compass  of  the  regular  monthly  al- 
lowance. These  will  be  much 
larger  than  they  are  at  present, 
when  we  commence  operations  on 
a  larger  scale.  We  propose  to  for- 
ward to  the  Board,  at  the  close  of 
every  year,  a  general  summary  of 
receipts  and  expenditures,  on  ac 
count  of  the  mission. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we 
announce  the  valuable  present  of 
a  press  and  Burman  types,  made 
to  us  by  the  Serampore  brethren. 
We  are  now  closing  in  a  room  for 
a  temporary  printing  office ;  and 
hope  very^soon  to  issue  a  Gospel 
tract,  which  has  been  in  readiness 
some  time,  and  which  is  intended 
to  give  the  heathen  around  us  some 
idea  of  the  way  of  salvation  through 
the  Lord  Jesus.  But  we  cannot 
move  one  step  in  the  way  of  print- 
ing, without  money.    Though  fa- 
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Toured  with  the  press,  in  the  first 
instance,  gratis,  we  have  already 
expended  in  paper,  freig^ht  and  sun- 
dries, about  four  hundred  rupees. 
We  therefore  beg"  an  immediate 
appropriation,  not  only  to  liquidate 
the  expenses  already  incurred,  but 
to  enable  us  to  proceed  in  tiiis  all- 
important  part  of  our  work.  The 
accounts  of  the  mission  press  we 
propose  to  keep  distinct ;  and  they 
shall  be  submitted  together  with 
the  accounts  of  the  mission. 

We  kao'w  not  how  long  the  press 
will  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Ran- 
goon ;  we  do  not,  however,  depre- 
cate its  removal  to  Ava.  Such  n 
measure  would  doubtless  tend  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  cause,  and 
to  the  introduction  of  religion  into 
the  very  heart  of  the  empire,  where 
Satan's  ^eat  is.  But  in  this  case, 
more  men  and  more  money  would 
be  imperiousl}^  demanded  ;  and  we 
trust  that  the  patronage  of  the 
Board  will  not  fail  us  in  these  ne- 
cessary points.  We  desire  humbly 
to  repeat  to  the  Board,  what  the 
first  missionaries  from  the  Baptist 
society  in  England,  said  to  their 
friends,  when  on  the  point  of  em- 
barkation in  the  great  work  which 
seems  destined  to  illumine  Western 
India  with  the  light  of  the  gospel. 

We  are,"  said  they,  like  men 
goinqf  down  into  a  well ;  you  stand 
at  the  top,  and  hold  the  ropes. 
Do  not  let  us  fall."  Hold  us  up, 
brethren  and  fathers  ;  and  if  health 
and  life  be  spared  to  us,  we  hope, 
through  the  grace  of  God,  to  see 
Eastern  India  also  beginning  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  same  glorious  light. 
Many  years  may  intervene,  in  the 
latter,  as  well  as  in  the  former  case  ; 
many  difficulties  and  disappoint- 
ments may  try  your  faith  and  ours. 
But  let  patience  have  her  perfect 
work  ;  let  us  not  be  wearj^  of  well 
doing;  for  in  due  time  we  shall 
reap,  if  we  faint  not. 

Your  servants  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

A.  JUDSON. 

GEORGE  H.  HOUGH. 
Rev.  William  Staughton,  D.D. 
Cor.  Sec.  of  Baptist  Board  of  Misiions. 


ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT. 

In  order  mere  cfTeciiialiy,  under  the 
blessing  of  our  Lord  and  Master,  to  ac- 
comulibli  the  irnjwrt  lut  woi'k  for  which 
we  have  come  niui  this  heat!  len  land,  we 
the  undesigned,  form  a  uaioii  on  tiic 
following  principles,  viz, 

1.  V\'e  give  (iur.sL'lves  to  the  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ,  and  to  ont  another  by  'iie 
will  of  God. 

2.  We  agree  to  be  kindly  affectionecl 
one  towards  anotlier  with  broiht:i-Iv 
love,  in  honoiU' preferring  one  another; 
feeling  that  wc  ha\e  one  Master,  even 
Christ,  and  that  all  we  are  brethren. 

3.  We  agree  in  the  opinion,  that  cur 
sole  object  on  earth  is  to  introduce  the 
reIi£;)on  of  Jcsus  Christ  into  the  empire 
of  Rurmah  ;  and  that  the  means  by 
which  we  hope  to  tflect  this,  are  trans- 
lating, printing,  and  distributing  the  ho- 
ly Scriptures ;  |)reacliing  the  Gospe!  ; 
circniatiiig  religious  Tracts,  an  i  pro- 
meting  the  instruction  of  r.ative  chil- 
dren. 

4.  W'c  therefore  agree  to  engage  in 
no  secular  buisness,  for  the  pu;  pose  of 
individual  emolunier.t :  and  not  at  all, 
unless,  in  the  opinion  •  f  tiie  brethren' 
the  great  object  of  the  mission  can  be 
best  promoted  there!:>y. 

5.  We  aj^ree  to  reliuqnish  all  private 
right  to  remittances  irom  America, 
avails  of  labour,  and  compensation  for 
service;  in  a  v/nrd,  to  plac  •  all  monev 
and  propcrtv,  from  whatever  quarter 
accruing,  in  the  mission  fund :  Provided, 
that  nothing  in  this  .-rticie  be  construed' 
to  affect  our  private  right  to  inheritar,- 
ces,  or  personal  fp.vours,  not  made  in 
compe  sation  of  service. 

6.  We  agree  that  all  the  members  of 
the  mission  family  have  claims  on  the 
mission  iund  for  equal  support,  m  simi- 
lar circ'imstances ;  tlie  claims  ot  wid- 
ows and  orphajis  not  to  be,  in  tlie  least, 
.'iffected  by  the  death  of  the  hear]  of  their 
family.  But  it  is  to  be  understooc],  that 
no  one  shall  have  a  right  to  adopt  a 
child  into  the  mission  family,  so  r.s  to 
entitle  it  to  the  claims  secured  in  this 
article,  but  by  cor.ser.t  of  the  brethren. 

7.  We  aerce  to  etlucate  ourchiidTen, 
with  a  p'lrticular  reference  tothe  o!)ject 
of  the  mission  ;  ;ii.d  if  anv  expense  be 
necess  ..ry  or  expedierit  for  this  pur- 
pose, it  shall  be  defrayed  from  the  mis- 
sion fund. 

8.  AU  appropriations  from  the  mis.sion 
fund  shall  !ie  made  by  a  majority  of 
the  missionary  bi^thrt;;  ui.iird  in  "this 
compact ;  subject,  however,  to  the  in- 
spection of  ;ur  pat  ons.  the  Board. 

A.  JUDSON. 
GEORCiE  H.  HOUGH. 

N.  C.  It  is  hara  y  necessary  to  d> 
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serve,  that  the  above  regnlationshave  a 
prospective  view,  being  intended  for 
the  signature  of  more  than  two. 
Rangoon,  Oct.  21,  1816. 


Extracts  from  the  Mission  Records. 

OcTOBtR  22,  1816.  Agreed,  that 
while  no  expense  is  incurred  for  house- 
rent,  the  monthly  appropriation  for  food 
and  clothing,  and  other  common  expen- 
ses of  a  personal  nature,  be  the  same 
as  proposed  by  the  Serampore  breth- 
ren, in  the  case  of  Mr.  Judson,  viz.  one 
hundred  and  thirty  rupees,  payable  in 
Bengal,  for  a  man  and  wife,  and  ten  for 
a  child ;  thus  making  the  monthly  al- 
lowance for  two  couples  and  three  chil- 
dren, which  now  compose  the  mission 
family,  two  hundred  and  ninety  rupees. 
This  sum  is  intended  for  personal  sub- 
sistence, independently  of  all  public  and 
extraordinary'  expenses,  which  are  to 
be  defrayed  by  special  appropriations. 

Agreed  also,  that  all  expenses  attend- 
ing the  press,  shall  be  referred  to  a 
separate  account,  and  defi-ayed  from 
monies  granted  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Board. 

A.  JUDSON. 
GEORGE  H.  HOUGH. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Judson 
to  Mr.  Rice. 

Rangoon,  August  3d,  1816. 
My  dear  brother  Rice, 

I  HAVE  completed  a  grammar  of 
the  Burman  language,  which  I  hope 
will  be  useful  to  you ;  also  a  tract 
which  I  hope  to  get  printed  as  soon 
as  Mr.  Hough  arrives. 

If  any  ask  what  success  I  meet 
with  among  the  natives  ? — tell  them 
to  look  at  Otaheite,  where  the  mis- 
sionaries laboured  nearly  twenty 
years,  and  not  meeting  with  the 
slightest  success,  began  to  be  neg- 
lected by  all  the  Christian  world, 
and  the  very  name  of  Otaheite  be- 
gan to  be  a  shame  to  the  cause  of 
missions ;  and  now  the  blessing  be- 
gins to  come.  Tell  them  to  look 
at  Bengal  also,  where  Dr.  Thomas 
had  been  labouring  seventeen  years, 
t!iat  is,  from  1783  to  1800,  before 
the  first  convert,  Krishno,  was  bap- 
tized. When  a  few  converts  are 
once  made,  things  move  on.  But 


it  requires  a  much  longer  time  than 
I  have  been  here,  to  make  a  first 
impression  on  a  heathen  people. 
If  they  ask  again,  what  prospect  of 
ultimate  success  is  there? — tell 
them,  as  much  as  that  there  is  an 
Almighty  and  faithful  God  who  will 
perform  his  promises,  and  no  more, 
if  this  does  not  satisfy  them,  beg 
them  to  let  me  stay  and  try  it,  and 
to  let  you  come,  and  to  give  u« 
our  bread;  or  if  they  are  unwilling 
to  risk  their  bread  on  such  a  for- 
lorn hope  as  has  nothing  but  the 
WORD  OF  God  to  sustain  it,  beg  of 
them  at  least  not  to  prevent  otheri 
from  giving  us  bread.  And  if  we 
live  some  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
they  may  hear  from  us  again. 

I  have  already  written  many 
things  home  about  Rangoon.  But 
one  large  parcel  which  I  forward- 
ed to  Bengal  is  lost,  1  fear,  not  hav- 
ing had  any  accounts  of  it.  Thisj 
climate  is  good,  better  than  any 
other  part  of  the  East.  But  it  is  a 
most  filthy,  wretched  place.  Mis- 
sionaries must  not  calculate  on  the 
least  comfort,  but  what  they  find 
in  one  another  and  their  work. 
However,  if  a  ship  was  lying  in  the 
river,  ready  to  convey  me  to  any 
part  of  the  world  1  should  choose, 
and  that  too  with  the  entire  appro- 
bation of  all  my  Christian  friends, 
I  would  prefer  dying  to  embarking. 
This  is  an  immense  field,  and  since 
the  Serampore  missionaries  have 
left  it,  it  is  wholly  thrown  on  the 
hands  of  the  American  Baptists.  If 
we  desert  it,  the  blood  of  the  Bur- 
mans  will  be  required  of  us.  Nan- 
cy unites  with  me  in  affectionate 
remembrance ;  we  both  long  ta 
see  you  again. 

Yours  ever, 

A.  JUDSON. 

From  the  same. 

Rangoon,  Novem.  14th,  181G. 

My  beloved  brother  Rice^ 

In  encouraging  other  young 
men  to  come  out  as  missionaries, 
do  use  the  greatest  eaution.  You 
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h^ve  hit  ritrht  in  brother  Hough, 
liut  one  »vron<^- headed,  conscien- 
tiously obstinate  fellow,  would  ruin 
us.  ilumble,  quiet,  persevering 
men  ;  men  of  sound,  sterling  talents 
(thou2:h  perhaps  not  brilliant,)  of 
decent  accomplishments,  and  some 
natural  aptitude  to  acquire  a  lan- 
gua^^e ;  men  of  an  amiable,  yield- 
ing temper,  willing  to  take  the  low- 
est place,  to  be  the  least  of  all,  and 


the  servant  of  all ;  men  who  enjoy 
much  closet  religion,  who  live  near 
to  God,  and  are  willing  to  suffer  all 
things  for  Christ's  sake,  without 
being  proud  of  it— these  are  the 
men,  &c.  But  O,  how  utilike  to 
this  description  is  the  writer  of  it  J 
Still,  however,  I  am,  with  never- 
ceasing  affection, 

Your  most  affectionate  brother 
in  the  Lord,         A.  JUDSON. 


ENGLISH  BAPTIST  MISSION. 


interesting  Letter  from  Messrs,  Ca- 
rey, Makshman  and  Wakd,  to  the 
U.  S  Baptist  Board  of  Missions^ 
dated  Serampore,  JvJie  25,  1816. 

»F.AR  brethren. 

We  have  seen,  with  peculiar 
joy,  the  attention  of  our  dear  breth- 
ren throughout  the  whole  conti- 
nent of  America,  excited  to  the 
state  of  the  heathen,  who  have  in- 
deed been  given,  in  the  Divine  cov- 
enant, to  the  Redeemer,  for  an  ev- 
erlasting possession.  The  indiffer- 
ence formerly  felt  respecting  the 
extension  of  that  kingdom,  which 
is  the  subject  of  all  prophecy,  of 
all  dispensations,  and  fer  the  uni- 
versal spread  of  which  the  world 
itself  is  kept  in  existence,  is  a  re- 
flection which  ought  to  cover  eve- 
ry one,  whose  sons;  is  "  Crown  him 
Lord  of  all,''  with  confusion  of  face. 
We  were  too  long  absorbed  in  the 
affairs  of  individual  societies,  when 
all  the  prophecies,  and  all  the  pro- 
mises, as  well  as  attachment  to 
Him  who  is  to  be  called  "  the  God 
of  the  whole  earth,''  shouki  have 
led  our  devotions  to  the  salvation 
of  the  whole  world,  and  filled  our 
contemplations  with  the  delightful 
scenes  on  which  the  mind  of  Isaiah 
dwelt  with  so  much  rapture. 

We  rejoice  to  see  the  American 
churches  making  this  a  common 
cause,  and  that  means  have  been 
taken  to  unite  all  their  energies  i» 
the  hands  of  so  respectable  a  body 
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of  pious  ministers,  &c.  We  note 
send  our  congratulations  and  most 
fervent  wishes  for  the  success  of 
your  efforts.  May  many  thousand 
souls,  each  more  precious  than  the 
whole  material  system,  recovered 
to  a  state  of  endless  blessedness,  be 
your  certain,  ample,  and  imperish- 
able reward. 

Should  Divine  Providence  give 
you  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  Bur- 
man  government,  as  we  hope  it 
will,  that  empire  stands  in  great 
and  pressing  need  of  many  mere 
missionaries ;  and  we  would  recom- 
mend you  to  send,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, to  other  places,  as  to  Siam, 
Bassem,  Ummurapore,  Ava,  Marta- 
ban,  &c.  By  thus  confining  your 
present  efforts  to  this  empire,  the 
languages  of  which  have,  no  doubt, 
a  strong  affinity,  your  agents  will 
form  a  united  phalanx.  Having  an 
immense  people"  of  the  same  man- 
ners, prejudices,  religion,  and  gov- 
ernment, as  their  object ;  and  being 
near  each  other,  and  engaged  in 
the  same  country,  the  experience 
and  acquirements  of  each  will  come 
into  the  common  stock,  and  beai; 
an  ample  interest.  They  will  be 
able  mutually  to  give  solid  and  ma- 
tured advice  ;  and  in  cases  of  re- 
moval by  death*  to  supply  the  loss 
of  those  gone  to  receive  their  great 
reward.  We  would  strongly  re- 
commend, that  one  or  more,  who 
may  hereafter  come  out,  obtain  a 
compv'tettt  k.Qowiedge  of  mediein*. 
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Perhaps  missions  in  no  Eastern 
country  need  so  much  all  the  wis- 
dom, and  advice,  and  mutual  help, 
which  missionaries  can  supply  to 
each  other,  as,  from  the  despotic 
and  capricious  character  of  its  gov- 
ernment, that  in  the  Btirman  em- 
pire does* 

The  attempts  of  our  Society  in 
this  empire,  have  ended  in  tlie 
transfer  of  the  mission  to  brother 
Judson,  and  those  from  you  who 
may  join  him;  brother  Felix  Carey, 
our  last  missionary  at  Rangoon, 
having  gone  into  the  service  of  his 
Burman  majesty.  Something,how- 
ever,  has  been  done.  A  Mission- 
house  has  been  built ;  the  language 
has  been  opened ;  a  grammar  print- 
ed ;  materials  for  a  dictionary  form- 
ed ;  a  small  part  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament printed,  and  a  number  of 
copies  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
natives. 

We  know  not  what  your  imme- 
diate expectations  are  relative  to 
the  Burman  empire  ;  but  we  hope 
your  views  are  not  confined  to  the 
immediate  conversion  of  the  na- 
tives, by  the  preaching  of  the  Word. 
Could  a  church  of  converted  na- 
tives be  obtained  at  Rangoon,  it 
might  exist  for  a  while,  and  be  scat- 
tered, or  perish  fbr  want  of  addi- 
tions. From  all  we  have  seen  hith- 
erto, we  are  ready  to*  think,  that 
the  dispensations  of  Providence 
point  to  labours  that  may  operate, 
indeed,  more  slowly  on  the  popu- 
lation, but  more  effectually  in  the 
end  ;  as  knowledge,  once  put  into 
fermentation,  will  not  only  influence 
the  part  where  it  is  first  deposited, 
but  leaven  the  whole  lump.  The 
slow  progress  of  conversion  in  such 
a  mode  of  teaching  the  nations, 
may  not  be  so  encouraging,  and 
may  require,  in  all,  more  faith  and 
patience;  but  it  appears  to  have 
been  the  process  of  things,  in  the 
progress  of  the  relbrmation  during 
the  reigns  of  Henry,  Edward,  Eliza- 
beth, James,  and  Charles.  And 
should  the  work  of  evangelizing 
India  be  thus  slow  and  silently  pro- 
gressive, wlxich,  however,  consid- 


ering the  age  of  the  Avorld,  is  not 
perhaps  very  likely,  still  the  grand 
result  will  amply  recompense  us, 
and  you,  for  all  our  toils.  We  are 
sure  to  take  the  fortress,  if  we  can 
but  persuade  ourselves  to  sit  down 
long  enotigh  before  it :  "  We  shall 
reap  if  we  faint  not." 

And  then,  very  dear  brethren, 
when  it  shall  be  said  of  the  seat  of 
our  labours,  the  infamous  swinging- 
post  is  no  longer  erected;  the  widow 
burns  no  more  on  the  funeral  pile  ; 
the  obscene  dances  and  songs  are 
seen  and  heard  no  more  ;  the  god.<? 
are  thrown  to  the  moles  and  to  tlie 
bats,  and  Jesus  is  known  as  the 
God  of  the  whole  land  ;  the  poor 
Hindoo  goes  no  more  to  the  Gan- 
ges to  be  washed  from  his  filthiness, 
but  to  the  fountain  opened  for  sin 
and  uncleanliness  ;  the  temples  are 
forsaken  ;  the  crowds  say,  let  us 
go  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  he  shall  teach  us  of  his  ways, 
and  we  will  walk  in  his  statutes ; 
the  anxious  Hindoos  no  more  con- 
sume their  property,  their  strength, 
and  their  lives,  in  vain  pilgrimages, 
but  they  come  at  once  to  Him 
who  can  save  to  the  uttermost;'* 
the  sick  and  the  dying  are  no  more 
dragged  to  the  Ganges,  but  look  to 
the  Lamb  of  God,  and  commit  their 
souls  into  his  faithful  hands ;  the 
children,  no  more  sacrificed  to 
idols,  are  become  the  seed  of  the 
Lord,  that  he  may  be  glorified; 
the  public  morals  are  improved ; 
the  language  of  Canaan  is  learnt ; 
benevolent  societies  are  formed ; 
civilization  and  salvation  walk  arm 
in  arm  together;  the  desert  blos- 
soms; the  earth  yields  her  increase; 
angels  and  glorified  spirits  hover 
with  jo^'  over  India,  and  carry  ten 
thousand  messages  of  love  from 
the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  throne; 
and  redeemed  souls  from  the  dif- 
ferent villages*  towns  and  cities  of 
this  immense  country,  constantly 
add  to  the  number,  and  swell  the 
chorus  of  the  redeemed  "  unto 
Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us 
from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood,  un- 
to HIM  be  the  glory ;" — when  this 
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grand  result  of  the  labours  of  God's 
servants  in  India  shall  be  realized, 
shall  we  then  think  that  we  have 
laboured  in  vain,  and  spent  our 
strength  for  nauglit? — Surely  not. 
Well,  the  decree  is  gone  forth ! 

My  word  shall  prosper  in  the 
thing  whereunto  I  sent  it." 

We  shall  be  glad  to  render  3'ou, 
and  our  brethren  in  the  Burman 
empire,  every  assistance  in  our 
pow  er.  We  have  always  met  the 
drafts  of  brother  Judson,  and  have 
sent  repeated  supplies,  various  ar- 
ticles of  food,  &c.  to  meet  the  wants 
of  our  dear  brother  and  sister  there. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  by  ev- 
ery opportunity^,  we  are,  very 
dear  brethren, 

Your  aflfectionate  brethren  and 
feliow-labourers  in  the  kingdom  of 
Christ, 

W.  CAREY. 

J.  MARSHMAN. 

W.  WARD. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Carey y 
dated  December  6,  1816. 

"  I  AM  new  recovering  from  a  severe 
bilious  fever  which  brought  nie  to  the 
brink  of  the  grave ;  and  am  still  so  weak 
as  to  oe  scarcely  able  to  write.  The 
Lord  has  had  mercy  on  me,  and  I  am 
enabled  now  again  to  engage  in  my  be- 
loved work.,  though  close  application  is 
absolutely  forbidden  by  the  physicians. 
Yours,  my  dear  brother,  is  the  land  of 
\v  onders  T\w  great  things  w hich  God, 
bv  his  bi([)irit,  is  doing  in  the  United 
St  lies,  are  truly  astonishing,  and  call 
at  oiice  for  the  most  cji-ateful  praises, 
and  the  most  entire  confidence  in  all  his 
gr.'ciouH  proaiises. 

Among  these  things  must  he  reck- 
oned t'ae  njissionary  exertions  now  mak- 
ing; and  the  Peace  Society  lately  estab- 
lis.ied  it  Nevz-York,  and  other  places; 
a  s  ciery  with  wliose  object  my  heart 
m(ii,t  cordiully  coincides,  and  which 
mast,  ttirough  the  Diviae  assistance, 
which  will  assuredly  be  granted,  be  fi- 


nally successful  in  the  accomplishment 
of  its  ultimate  object. 

"  To  me  it  m  a  matter  of  much  joy, 
that  the  churches  in  Kentucky,  and 
other  parts,  insist  on  a  mission  to  the 
West.  The  American  ImUans  are  un- 
doubtedly committed  exclusively  to  the 
American  churches;  and  I  trust  the 
work  of  publishing  tlie  gospel  to  them, 
setting  up  schools  for  their  instruction, 
translating  the  Word  ot  God  into  their 
languages,  and  other  things  necessary 
to  tneir  faith,  civilization,  and  comfort, 
will  be  engaged  in  with  eagerness,  and 
persevered  in  with  tenacity,  till  the 
great  object  be  accomplisiied, — Faith 
Cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the 
W<)rd. 

"  We  live  in  a  land  where  every  thing 
around  us  tends  to  freeze  the  warmest 
affections  of  the  mind ;  and  yet  very 
much  good  has  been  done  :  many  have 
been  converted  under  the  Word.  There 
are  many  churches  in  India,  and  every 
year  brings  a  considerable  increase  of 
labourers  in  the  cause  of  God.  Yet  all 
that  has  been  done  seems  lost  in  the 
vast  population  who  fear  not  God ;  and 
though  our  brethren,  and  even  church- 
es, are  scattered  all  over  India,  yet  a 
person,  unacquainted  with  their  local 
situations,  might  travel  over  India,  and 
hear  very  little  of  them. 

*'  One  favourable  circumstance  in  this 
country  is,  the  very  general  attention 
that  has  lately  been  felt  by  most  class  - 
es cf  Europeans,  to  the  establishing  ot* 
schools  for  the  education  of  the  children 
of  the  natives.  We  have  a  good  num- 
ber of  these  schools  belonging  to  the 
mission,  and  many  are  established  by 
others,  which  promise  to  be  of  great 
utility.  Brother  Marshman  has  just 
drawn  up  a  plan  for  these  schools, 
which  I  think  an  excellent  one.  Upon 
that  plan  they  may  be  extended  to  ev- 
ery part  of  India,  if  funds  can  be  obtain- 
ed,  and  ensure  instruction  in  reading, 
writing,  grammar,  geography,  astron- 
omy, general  philoscjphy,  ancl  morals, 
for  the  trifling  sum  of  three  rupees  a 
year  for  each  lad  thus  instructed.  This 
plan  includes  a  vigorous  superintend- 
ence of  the  schools,  which  in  every  prac- 
ticable instance  will  be  performed  by 
pious  men,  who  will  thereby  have  innu- 
merable opportunities  affcirded  them  of 
recommending  to  the  ciiildren,  and  th^ 
inhaoitanls  of  the  villages  and  towns 
where  the  scliools  are  situtiteci,  the  g^- 
pel  of  the  grace  of  God." 


II^THEif  SUPERSTITION. 


fSeptem"b€*is, 


[This  picture  and  the  following  description  of  it  are  frona  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall, 
one  of  the  Missionaries  employ  ed  at  Romb<iy,  in  Inilia,  by  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions.  It  hds  been  placed  in  our  hands  by  a  friend, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  introduced  into  our  Magazine.  We  present  it  to  our 
readers,  not  from  any  pleasure  which  it  gives  us  to  exhibit  such  shocking  scenes, 
but  from  a  hope  that  we  shall  thus  suljscrve  the  cause  ot  Missions.  VVho  can 
see  the  nature  of  that  self-inflicted  torture  which  the  victims  of  superstition  en- 
dure, and  not  be  moved  with  compassion  ^  Should  this  affecting  spectacle  awak- 
en missionary  feelings  in  the  breast  of  any  individual,  our  object  will  be  attained. 

Editors.] 


«  Christian  Friends,  Here  is  a 
woman  in  the  act  of  performing  a 
vow.  I  was  present,  and  witnessed 
the  barbarous  and  frantic  scene. 
There  were  two  other  females 
who  volunteered  themselves  to  the 
game  tortures  in  order  to  compen- 
sate the  imaginary  deity  for  the 
blessing  which  they  supposed  they 
jiad  successfully  implored  of  him. 

^'  l^h^  boon  implored  by  the 


woman  here  represented,  was  the 
blessing  of  an  offspring,  and  she 
bound  herself  in  a  vow  to  her  idol, 
that  should  her  desire  be  granted, 
she  would  thus  torture  herself  be- 
fore the  door  of  his  temple.  There- 
fore she  is  represented  with  the 
child,  the  supposed  fruit  of  her  vow, 
bound  to  her  breast.  Two  strong 
iron  hooks  are  so  plunged  through 
the  skin  and  fle^h  as  to  talte  up  th^ 
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principal  muscles  upon  the  back. 
The  end  of  the  pole  is  lowered  near 
ihe  gronnd,  and  the  rope  being 
made  fast,  the  opposite  end  of  the 
pole  is  drawn  down,  and  thus  the 
deluded,  miserable  creature  is  hoist- 
ed into  the  air,  and  hangs  upon  the 
torturing  hooks.  A  man  sits  at  his 
ease  in  a  kind  of  swing,  at  the  op- 
posite end  of  the  pole,  and  the  two 
being  thus  pretty  equally  balanced, 
persons  on  the  ground,  by  means 
x)f  a  rope  cause  the  machine  to 
turn  around  with  great  velocity. 
While  whirling  around,  the  woman 
scatters  flowers,  which  the  multi- 
tude seize  with  the  utmost  eager- 
pess.  These  miserable  objects 
were  considered  peculiarly  high  in 
the  favour  of  the  deity,  and  conse- 
quently were  greatly  venerated  by 
the  gazing  multitude. 

Alas  I  how  deplorable  the  state 
of  the  heathen,  wlio  believe  that 


such  self-inflicted  tortures  are  th« 
most  exalted  kind  of  divine  hom- 
age, and  most  sure  to  repay  the 
Lord  f©r  his  past  mercies,  and  se- 
cure his  blessing  for  the  future! 
Christian,  behold  this  thy  deluded, 
perishing  fellow-creature !  What 
would  the  knowledge  of  Christ  be 
worth  to  such  a  soul !  What  would 
it  be  worth  to  the  hundreds  of  mill- 
ions of  the  heathen  who  are  all 
equally  wretched  !  Constrained  by 
the  dying  love  of  Jesus,  avred  by 
his  supreme  authority,  impressed 
with  the  solemnities  of  the  judg- 
ment day.  Christian,  be  entreated 
to  inquire  faithfully  with  yourself 
how  much  you  ought  to  do,  and  how 
much  you  might  do,  to  send  abroad 
among  the  heathen  that  Gospel 
which  is  able  to  make  them  wise 
unto  salvation  through  faith  in 
Christ." 


DOMESTIC  MISSIO.Y, 


It  is  well  known  that  the  Western  frontier  of  the  United  States  exhibits 
a  mingled,  numerous  population,  composed  of  different  nations,  with 
their  offspring.  Among,  and  beyond  them,  numerous  tribes  of  the 
Aborigines  of  the  country  are  scattered.  The  eyes  of  the  Board,  in 
common  with  many  pious  persons,  have  been  long  and  anxiously  di- 
rected to  that  quarter.  Divine  Providence,  it  should  seem,  is  about 
to  accomplish  there  its  gracious  designs.  Two  brethren  have  already 
been  solemnly  set  apart  for  this  service.  Their  letters  of  application 
to  tlie  Board  will  be  inserted  in  a  future  number.  The  following  is 
the  letter  of  Instructions  addressed  to  them  by  the  Board. 


LYSTMUCTIOjVS 

From  the  Beard  of  Missions,  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Peck  and  Rev.  Mr.  Welch, 
about  with  their  respective  fiimiiies  to 
coniinence  a  vVestern  misbion. 

3EL0VED  BRETHREN, 

With  sentiments  of  affectionate  solic- 
itude, and  with  fervent  prayers  tor  your 
success,  the  Board  contemplates  the 
expedition  on  which  you  are  abovit  to 
enter  Tliey  are  fully  satisfied  that 
Western  as  well  as  Eastern  regions  are 
given  tn  the  Son  of  God  as  an  inheri- 
tance, and  that  his  Gospel  will  triumph 
amid  the  settlers  on  the  Missisippi  and 
the  sublimer  Missouri,  and  exiend  to 
all  the  red  inhabitants  of  the  Vvi'der- 


ness.  Should  the  Lord,  in  his  mercv, 
crown  your  endeavours  to  the  facilita- 
ting of  this  delightful  event,  you  wiil 
rejoice,  and  in  your  joy  we  shall  be  fa- 
voured sharers. 

Solemnly  dedicating  yours*:lve.s  as  you 
have  done,  and  publicly  set  apart,  in 
th«  presence  of  many  ci  y^  ur  brethren, 
as  you  have  been, 'to  this  important 
work,  we  hope  vou  will  lievcr  forget 
that  the  vows  of  God  are  upon  you. 
You  have  voluntarily  put  your  hands  to 
tne  plough  ;  the  Western  desart  is  the 
soil  you  have  chosen  for  cultivation  ; 
never,  never  look  back.  Were  you  to 
meet  with  no  difficulties  to  oi)Struct; 
no  adversaries  to  misconstrue ;  no  temp- 
tations to  embarrass  vour  conscientious, 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  God ;  the  common 
txperience  of  mibsiouaries  would  not  Ix; 
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ymrs.  Trials  must  be  expected  ;  but, 
ill  the  name  of  the  Lord,  you  will  leap 
over  walls  and  rusn  tlirough  ti  ocps. 

Arrived,  as  is  the  case  with  both  of 
you,  at  years  considerably  matured, 
your  judgment  and  exi>enence  %viU  of- 
ten sui^i^.st  to  you,  when  lesidents  m 
the  C!;untrv  whither  you  are  ^"oing, 
ideas  which  the  Bu.trd  may  not  imme- 
diat-r-ly  possess.  They  will  be  always 
liappy  t(i  he.ir  your  sentiments,  and  to 
concur  irt  every  plan  w  hich  they  shall 
jucig'c  calcuiiited  to  advance  the  com- 
mon design.  They,  at  present,  request 
you  10  commence  your  missionary  ca- 
reer at  8t.  Louis,  or  in  its  vicinity.  The 
Board  ferls  tlie  proi>r!ety  and  import- 
ance of  your  endeavouring  to  establish  a 
school  or  schools  in  that  neighbourhood. 
Should  you  adopL  the  Lancasrerian  plan 
of  education,  your  usefulness  in  this  at- 
tempt wviukl  probabiv  be  the  more  en- 
larged. 1  hey  wish  you  also  to  collect 
sucli  scattered  brethre.i  through  dis- 
tricts of  the  country,  as  you  may  be 
aJjle,  a' d  to  encourage  and  assist  their 
formation  into  regular  churches  of 
Christ.  It  is  not  improbabu^  that  from 
such  brethren  ana  churches,  men  of 
God  may  oe  found  who  will  rejoice  to 
become  your  associ:ites  in  the  work  be- 
fore yju.  The  Board  is  particularly 
desirous  that  the  Fox,  the  Osage,  the 
K.mses,  and  other  tribes  of  Indians, 
should  engj^ge  your  pecuhar  zeal.  In 
proportion  as  the  Lord  shall  confirm 
the  capacity  of  the  Board,  and  as 
brethren  shall  be  found  willing  to  be- 
come adjutors,  they  will  l^e  happy  in 
enlarging  the  number  of  Western  la- 
bourers. It  is  to  be  regretted  tiiat  ef- 
forts for  the  salvation  of  the  aborignes 
of  our  country,  have  hitherto  generally 
been  made  by  solit  try  individuals,  and 
relinquished  without  allowing  reasona- 
ble time  for  the  set^d  to  germinate, 
which  they  have  been  assisted  to  dis- 
perse.   May  you  en^^ure  to  the  end. 

Convince  the  Indians,  and  all  around 
them,  that  your  designs  are  amicable  ; 
that  you  feel  for  them  as  fellow-im- 
mortals ;  that  you  covet  not  their  lands, 
but  their  ■■,ouls;  that  you  are  not 
** spies,"  but"  true  men  and  you 
may  exr>ect  they  will  hear  with  pa- 
tience, and  treat  \'ou  with  tenderness. 
Captains  Lewis  and  Clarke  frankly 
observe,  that  with  the  exception  of  the 
Sioux  tribe,  who  probably  were  under 
the  I'lfluence  of  some  jealous  apprehen- 
sion, or  recollected  provocation,  "  the 
treatment  that  we  receivetl  from  the 
Indians,  during  nv^arly  three  years  that 
we  were  with  th-m,  was  very  kind  and 
hospitable."  Nav,  more,  they  add : 
*'  When  we  departed,  after  taking 
leave,  they  would  often  offer  a  prayer. 


of  which  the  following  is  a  sample,which 
was  put  up  for  us  by  a  Maiidan — tiiat 
tiie  (rVt  Ht  Spirit  would  favour  us  with 
smooth  Wi'.ter  ;  w ith  a  clear  sky  by  liay, 
and  it  bright  star-lighr  by  night ;  that 
we  might  not  be  presented  with  the  red 
haichet  of  war,  but  thnt  the  threat  pi/ie 
of  fitace  might  ever  shine  upon  us,  as 
the  sun  stiinc-s  in  an  uiicii.ucied  day,  and 
tliat  we  n light  be  overshadowed  by  tlie 
smoke  there.if;  that  we  might  have 
scund  sieej),  and  that  the  bira  of  peace 
might  whisper  in  our  ears  pleasant 
dreams.'*  rhe  I»>dian  char  x  er,  as 
might  be  expected  ficm  the  similitude 
of  their  habits,  is  every  where  much 
the  same.  Accustomed  to  be  "wasted,'* 
and  "to  pine  away"  before  the  avari- 
cious pursuits  and  superior  arms  of 
white  men,  it  would  imply  a  miracle 
on  the  part  of  Providence,  or  an  unnat- 
ural iiisensibility  on  the  part  of  them- 
selves, if  they  were  not  dUtruitfuL 
Let  them  be  satisfied  ihat  the  miss-on- 
aries  of  ihe  Cross  are  sincere,  when 
they  say,  "  We  desire  not  yours,  but 
you,"  and  good  may  be  anticipated. 

Our  worthy  brethren  com»  'osing  the 
associatioris,  churches,  and  mission  so- 
cieties in  the  Western  States,  discover 
an  amiable  anxiety  for  the  salvation  of 
the  remote  settlers,  and  the  Indians. 
Their  eyes  will  be  upon  you,  and  their 
prayers,  with  ours,  ascend  to  the  throne 
of  mercy  for  your  success.  We  ear- 
nestly and  solemnly  exhort  you  to  cul- 
tivate a  spirit  of  mutual  forbearance 
and  love.  Let  all  your  measures  be 
pursued  in  Ciiristian  concert.  While 
the  Board  will  feel  itself  charged  to 
minister  to  your  temporal  necessities,  it 
is  believed,  dear  brethren,  that  you  will 
realize  the  conviction  that  it  will  be- 
come you  to  exercise  a  strict  frugality. 
You  are  hereby  authorized,  as  circum- 
stances and  prudence  may  su,ggest,  to 
collect  what  you  can  from  the  friends  of 
Zion,  for  the  support  of  missions,  and 
let  an  account  of  your  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures be  prepared  in  time  for  in- 
sertion in  our  annual  Reports.  We 
pray  that  you  may  abound  in  personal 
and  domestic  religion.  Ycur  example 
will  speak  with  a  voice  as  distinct  and 
instructive  as  your  public  ministrations. 
To  the  Thessalonians,who  were  "turn- 
ed to  God  from  idols,  to  serve  the  liv- 
ing and  true  God,  and  to  wait  for  his 
Son  from  heaven,"  Paul  could  say,  "Ye 
are  witnesses,  and  God  also,  how  holily 
and  justly  and  unbiameably  we  behaved 
ourselves  among  you."  Permit  us  to 
add,  in  the  language  of  the  same  apos- 
tle, *'the  Lord  make  you  to  increase 
and  abound  in  love,  one  towards  anoth- 
er, and  towards  all  men,  even  as  we 
do  towards  you ;  to  tlie  end  he  may  es- 
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tablish  yonr  hearts  unblameahle,  in  ho- 
liness before  Gfxl,  even  our  Father,  at 
the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
with  all  his  s  lints." 

The  times,  dear  brethren,  in  which 
wp  live,  are  v\  ^  hia;h  decree  interest- 
ini^.  The  prophecies  of  the  seers  of 
heaven  are  rapifUy  fulfillin?^.  The 
prayers  of  tho  saints  are  receiving  an- 
swers d  mercy.  The  ercans  of  the 
creation  are  ceasing,  and  the  brightness 
that  annoui'.c^s  the  coming  of  the  Son  of 
God,  is  universally  perceived.  Let 


these  considerations  encourage  your 
hearts. 

You  vill  find  it  of  advantage  ♦o  keep 
reg'ilar  journals.  Exhibit  the  genet-al 
aspects  of  the  cnuiirry,  and  the  temper 
of  the  people  you  n-:ay  visit.  Let  your 
communications  to  the  Board  be  fre- 
quent. 

We  are,  in  sincerity  and  affection, 
your  brethren. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  B  ard, 

VVxM.  STAUGHTON,  Cor.Sec'rv. 
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This  Society  heM  its  annual  meeting  in 
Bo-t(-n,  cn  Tues^iay,  May  28.  1817. 
Tne  Secret.iry  presented  the  follow- 
ing Keport. 

The  increased  exertions  re- 
cently made  for  the  missionary 
cause,  and  for  the  education  of 
young  men  who  are  called  to  the 
ministry,  have  absorbed  such  a  por- 
tion of  the  attention  of  our  breth- 
ren and  friends,  that  the  Tract  So- 
ciety has  not  received  so  extensive 
a  patronage,  as  might  have  been 
otherwise  expected. 

The  Board  have  purchased  the 
last  year, 

700  Dr.  Baldwin's  Catecliism. 

500  *^hepneri  of  Sahsbun-  Plain. 

200  Fuller's  Great  Qaesiion. 

200  Sh-rt  Sermon-^. 

500  Dair\  man's  Daughter. 

200  Whitaker's  Address  on  Delay. 

300  E:  d  of  rime. 

200  Dialogue  on  Comets. 

500  Dialogue  between  Seamen. 

300  Village  Sermons. 

100  Christ  the  only  Refuge. 

100  Dialogue  on  Regeneration, 
which  are  principally  distributed, 
to  our  ministering  brethren,  and  to 
our  missionaries. 

The  Board,  at  their  last  meeting:, 
made  arrangements  for  selecting 
and  printing  editions  of  some  new 
tracts ;  and  it  may^  perhaps  he  de- 
sirable to  let  our  funds  accumulate, 
till  we  can  print  a  small  variety, 
and  be  able  %o  sell  them  ?t  low 


prices  to  our  friends  in  the  coun- 
try. The  extensive  and  increasing 
circulation  of  our  Magazine  will 
enable  us  to  give  extensive  notice, 
if  we  furnish  ourselves  with  an  as- 
sortment, and  we  could  undoubted- 
ly dispose  of  large  numbers,  with 
the  proceeds  of  which,  we  cculd 
reprint  others.  Hitherto  the  plan 
of  the  Society  has  been  confined  to 
the  gratuitous  circulation  of  tracts; 
but  it  might  perhaps  be  advisable 
to  adopt  a  different  measure,  and 
gratuitously  circulate  only  a  certain 
proportion  which  we  may  print,  and 
sell  the  residue. 

From  Europe,  and  from  all  part^ 
of  our  own  country,  we  learn  that 
associations  for  the  distribution  of 
Religious  Tracts  are  constantly  in- 
creasins:,  and  their  importance  is 
rising  in  the  estimation  of  the  reli- 
gious public.  From  the  Annua! 
Reports  of  several  Societies  in  Eu- 
rope there  are  numerous  accounts 
of  conversions  in  consequence  of 
the  perusal  of  tracts;  and  seeing 
that  it  is  a  day  of  good  tidings  rela- 
tive to  the  success  of  religious  ex- 
ertions in  general,  we  may  be  en- 
couraged to  prosecute  our  great 
oi)ject,  and  doubt  not  but  we  shall 
sec  the  jovful  fruit  of  our  labours. 
E.  LINCOLN,  Sec\y. 

The  Newton  Auxiliary  Society 
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made  a  communication,  and  for- 
warded ^27,50  to  our  funds. 

Officers  of  the  Evangelical  Tract  So- 
ciety  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Ti^oMAS  Baldwin,  President. 

Neman  Lincoln,  Treasurer. 

E.  Lincoln,  Secretary. 
Committee.  Lucius  Bolles,  William 
Oammell,  Daniel  Sharp,  H.  Homes, 
Levi  Farwell,  James  M.  Winchell, 
Aaron  Haj'^den,  Joseph  Grafton, 
N.  W.Williams,  Stephen  S,  Nelson, 
Elijah  Corey. 

in  the  evening  an  appropriate 
sermon  was  delivered  before  the 
Society  at  the  third  Baptist  BTeet- 
insr-house,  by  Rev.  Lucius  Bolles, 
and  a  collection  taken  in  aid  of  its 
funds. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  John 
M.  Peck,  dated  Litchfeld,  July 
16,  1817. 

Rev.  and  dear  Brother, 

Since  I  parted  with  you  in  New- 
Haven,  I  have  enjoyed  tolerable 
g-ood  health,  as  well  as  my  dear 
family.  While  preparations  were 
makinsf  for  my  long*  journey  to  the 
West,  the  time  has  been  occupied 
by  mvself  for  the  most  part,  in  at- 
tendinsf  associations,  assistinar  in  or- 
ganizinGT  Mite  Societies,  &c.  to  ad- 
vance the  interest  of  the  mission. 
The  state  of  reliffion  in  most  of  the 
places  through  which  I  have  pass- 
ed, and  as  far  as  direct  information 
has  been  obtained,  is  very  pleasing". 
A  short  statement  minuted  down  as 
I  passed  along",  may,  perhaps,  not 
be  whollv  uninteresting". 

Shaftsbury  Association.  This 
body  enjoyed  a  pleasant  session, 
which  was  held  in  Stephentown, 
N.  York.  Several  of  the  church- 
es have  experienced  gracious  re- 
vivals the  past  year.  In  Stephen- 
town,  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
have  been  baptized.  The  work 
was  powerful,  solemn,  and  rapid. 
The  subject*  of  it  are,  for  the  most 


part,  youth.    In  Egremont,  one 
hundred  and  four  were  returned  as 
baptized  the  past  year.    The  work 
here  commenced  early  last  winter, 
and  has  been  confined  to  the  north 
part  of  the  town.    It  appears  near- 
ly over.     In   West  Stockbridge, 
there  is  some  seriousness  on  the 
public  mind.    On  the  last  Lord's- 
day  in  June,  I  baptized  live  ;  about 
twelve  had  previously  been  bap- 
tized.   The  third  church  in  Ca- 
naan, New- York,  has  shared  in  the 
work,  which  has  spread  through 
several  towns  in  this  quarter — six- 
teen baptized.   The  work  *vas  still 
and  solemn :  The  converts  appear 
well  established  in  doctrine. — To 
the  church  in  East  Hillsdale,  where 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  labours,  sev- 
enty-nine ha?e  put  on  the  Lord  Je- 
sus.   The  small  and  feeble  band 
in  West  Hillsdale  have  received 
the  additional  strength  of  fourteen. 
In  all  the  above  named  churches^ 
with  the  exception  of  Stephentown. 
Female  Mite  Societies  to  aid  the 
mission,  were  formed  while  I  was 
in  that  quarter.    In  this  region  of 
country,  comprehending  the  coun- 
ties of  Columbia,  (New-York)  and 
Berkshire,  (Mass.)  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  churches  destitute  of  minis- 
ters.   Nor  is  their  situation  such 
as  to  enable  them  to  obtain  the  stat- 
ed ministry  of  the  word.    A  part 
of  it  is  as  really  missionary  ground 
as  any  portion  of  the  United  States. 
If  a  line  were  drawn,  beginning  at 
Hudson  river  at  the  north  part  of 
the  church  of  Poughkeepsie,  and 
extending  a  N.  E.  course  on  the 
north  of  Stanford  to  North  East — 
thence  taking  a  N.  course  through 
Hillsdale,  and  Canaan,  as  far  as  op- 
posite Albany,  thence  AVest  to  the 
Hudson,  making  that  river  the  wes-- 
tern  boundary,  we  should  inclose 
an  important  field  for  missionary 
labour.    To  the  east  of  this  in  the 
remaining  part  of  Columbia,  and  in 
Berkshire  counties,  are  not  only 
destitute  churches,  but  neighbour- 
hoods and  sections  of  country  that 
9tand  in  pressing  need  of  the  go&- 
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pel.  On  the  fourth  of  July,  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  attending  a  mission- 
ary meetin*^,  according  to  previous 
arrangements,  in  the  Meeting-house 
of  the  secoml  church  in  Canaan, 
New-York.  At  that  time  a  Mis- 
sionary Society  was  formed,  called 
"  The  Columbia  and  Berkshire  Soci- 
ety^ auxiliary  to  the  Baptist  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions. '^'^  One  half  of  the 
money  raised  by  this  Society  is 
designed  to  be  sent  to  the  Board, 
the  other  half  to  be  expended  in 
employing  a  missionary  in  the  des- 
titute region  mentioned  above.  I 
think  they  will  soon  be  able  to  em- 
ploy a  missionary  three  months  in 
the  year.  But  they  want  encour- 
agement. I  think  the  Massachu- 
setts Society  could  not  better  ex- 
pend their  funds  than  by  appointing 
a  missionary,  say,  three  months  a 
year,  in  this  field.  This  would  be 
extended  three  months  longer  by 
The  Columbia  and  Berkshire  So- 
ciety, and  this  would  be  raised  on 
the  field  of  labour.  Should  your 
society  agree  to  appoint  a  mission- 
ary on  these  conditions,  and  should 
brother  Briggs,  with  whom  I  be- 
lieve you  are  acquainted,  agree  to 
continue  in  Hudson,  he  would  be 
the  proper  person  to  employ,  as  he 
would  not  only  perform  the  office 
of  a  missionary  to  general  satisfac- 
tion, but  he  woidd  ibster  Mite  So- 
cieties already  existing,  and  in- 
crease a  missionary  spirit  in  that  re- 
gion. Amongst  the  churches  in 
that  quarter,  1  have  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  circulation  of  the 
Magazine.  To  effectuate  this, 
an  agent  in  Hudson  is  necessary. 
Brother  Briggs  will  undertake  it  as 
long  as  he  resides  there.  Should 
he  leave  Hudson,  Mr.  John  Nor- 
man, a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  would  do  it.  I  have  made 
arrangements  for  the  circulation  of 
about  sixty  copies.  I  tliink  one 
hundred  copies  of  each  Number, 
had  best  be  forwarded  immediately 
to  the  care  of  brother  Briggs.  In 
Duchess  County,  New-York,  I  have 
obtained  a  number  of  subscribers, 
»nd  many  more  may  be  sold. 
Vol.  !.  25 


These  must  be  received  in  Pough- 
keepsie.  I  shall  be  in  Poughkeep- 
sie  the  ensuing  Saturday,  and  will 
make  arrangements  with  brothel* 
Leonard  to  receive  what  is  wanted 
from  Mr.  Cauldwell,  New-York. 

The  last  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day of  June,  I  was  at  the  Saratoga 
Association^  which  held  its  session 
in  Galway,  about  thirty  miles  north 
of  Albany.  Uncommonly  pleasant 
session.  The  churches  of  this  body 
are  in  great  union,  and  a  missionary 
spirit  on  the  increase.  Female 
Mite  Societies  formed  and  are  form- 
ing in  almost  every  church.  Pub* 
lie  collection  after  missionary  ser- 
mon, ^22,29  cents,  besides  a  valu- 
able pair  of  gold  ear-rings,  and  one 
finger  ring.  The  pious  lady  who 
gave  the  ear-rings  observed — "  I 
have  enjoyed  more  happiness  ia 
praying  for  the  spread  of  the  gos- 
pel and  reading  missionary  accounts, 
than  in  wearing  these  ornaments — 
I  wish,  therelbre,  to  dedicate  them 
to  the  service  of  the  Lord."  In  a 
part  of  this  Association,  extensive 
and  powerful  revivals  have  been 
experienced.  The  following  ex- 
tracts from  some  of  the  letters  from 
the  churches  taken  as  they  were 
read,  may  give  a  correct,  though 
brief  view  of  the  work. 

In  the  first  church  in  Fort  Ann, 
marvellous  grace  has  been  display- 
ed. This  church  for  years  past, 
has  been  much  reduced,  and  the 
state  of  religion  very  low.  The 
revival  commenced  last  fall,  has 
been  the  most  extensive  among  the 
youth,  though  some  of  every  age 
have  been  sharers — one  hundred 
have  been  baptized.  The  church 
now  consists  of  two  hundred. 

The  second  church  at  Fort  Ann^ 
acknowledge  God's  grace  in  expe- 
riencing a  refreshing  time  the  past 
year.  They  have  no  rainij^ter,  and 
want  supplies — thirty  baptized  the 
past  year — whole  number  one  bun 
dred  and  fiftj^-three. 

The  church  in  Hartford,  New - 
York, have  formerly  waded  through 
many  trials  and  much  darkness.  In 
May,  1816,  the  sr^ne  wasrerp.it- 


1 


194 


LETTER  FR0M  REV.  MR.  PE«K. 


[Septembet^ 


ed.  A  young  woman  related  her 
experience,  which  had  a  very  sol- 
emn effect  on  others.  In  June,  the 
work  increased ;  solemnity  pervad- 
ed the  minds  of  multitudes;  and 
from  that  time  the  work  spread. 
In  August,  September,  October, 
November,  and  December,  baptism 
was  administered.  The  work  was 
solemn,  cairn  and  powerful. 

In  King-sbury,  a  great  revival  has 
existed,  but  the  work  now  appears 
mostly  over.  Ojie  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  have  been  baptized ; 
whole  number  two  hundred  and 
thirty-six.  Church  of  Kings- 
bury and  Hartford.  Last  3^ear  this 
ohurch  enjoyed,  as  they  thought,  a 
great  revival;  but  this  was  ordy 
prelusive  of  the  copious  shower 
that  has  since  descended.  Its  height 
appears  to  have  been  in  July  and 
August  last.  All  ages  from  eight 
to  sixty-five,  have  shared  in  the 
blessing ;  but  as  is  common  at  this 
day,  the  most  are  youth.  No  en- 
thusiasm has  appeared  :  None  have 
united  with  other  denominations, 
and  all  who  have  been  baptized, 
continue  steadfast.  It  seems  that 
the  ordinance  of  baptism  has  been 
repeatedly  blessed  to  awaken  spec- 
tators. Rev.  Calvin  H.  Swain  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  honoured 
instrument  in  this  work. — Last  win- 
ter great  seriousness  existed  in  a 
certain  school  in  that  town.  For- 
merlj'^,  the  children  had  been  ac- 
customed to  resort  for  their  juve- 
nile recreations  in  the  hours  of 
play,  to  a  certain  grove,  in  which 
was  a  pond  of  water.  Through 
the  whole  of  last  winter  they  re- 
sorted to  the  same  spot ;  not  to  en- 
gage in  3^outhfui  sports,  but  to  im- 
plore the  mercy  of  Heaven  on  them- 
selves and  their  companions.  And 
this  juvenile  meeting  in  the  forest, 
seems  to  have  been  blessed  to  the 
conversion  of  a  number  of  their 
mates.  No  storms,  nor  cold,  would 
keep  them  from  their  hallowed  re- 
treat ;  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
single  day  (and  that  the  cold  Friday 
when  they  resorted  to  a  neighbour- 
ii:g  house)  they  continued  their 


meeting  during  the  recess  of  school- 
hours.  The  number  baptized  the 
past  year  in  this  church  is  one 
hundred  eighty-one ;  whole  num- 
ber three  hundred  twenty-six. 

In  the  church  in  Milton,  some 
mercy  drops  are  mentioned  as  hav- 
ing fallen  on  this  branch  of  Zion, 
and  some  tokens  of  greater  bless- 
ings in  store ;  eleven  have  been 
baptized. 

In  Moreau,  the  church  had  al- 
most lost  its  visibility ;  but  some 
precious  drops  have  descended  and 
revived  this  almost  withered  heri- 
tage. Twelve  have  been  added; 
they  have  no  minister. 

In  the  church  of  Salem,  their 
letter  observed — "  It  was  formerly 
a  wintery  state  with  us ;  now  it  is 
spring.  A  revival  commenced  last 
January.  The  youth  became  at- 
tentive ;  saints  were  aroused  up  to 
prayer,  and  other  Christian  duties. 
It  was  first  confined  to  a  small  neigh- 
bourhood, but  afterwards  enlarged 
its  borders ;  forty-six  have  been 
baptized.  A  delegate  from  an  As- 
sociation in  Vermont,  mentioned  ex- 
tensive revivals  in  that  state,  par- 
ticularly at  Rupert.  Elder  Joseph 
Cornell,  whose  praise  has  long  been 
in  the  churches,  related,  that  while 
performing  a  missionary  tour  the 
winter  past,  on  the  Avestern  shore 
of  Lakes  Champlain,  and  George, 
he  passed  through  m?ie  towns  where 
God  was  displaying  his  marvellous 
grace — that  he  baptized  seventeen 
in  his  tour,  and  that  three  other 
missionaries  with  himself,  baptized 
the  last  winter,  near  four  hundred 
persons,  upon  a  profession  of  faith. 
He  further  states,  that  in  those  re- 
gions there  is  an  immense  field  for 
missionary  labour — that  the  coun- 
try is  quite  destitute  of  preaching, 
and  that  in  some  places,  faithful, 
sound,  and  zealous  ministers,  would 
receive  a  comfortable  support  if 
the}'  could  be  obtained. 

In  Tro}',  God  has  done  great 
things.  The  Baptist  church  ap- 
pears flourishing,  and  has  received 
large  additions  for  more  than  a  year 
past.    The  little  church  m  Albany 


I 


1817.]  LETTER  FROM  REV.  MR.  WELCH.     DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 


195 


is  now  receiving  the  blessing".  This 
church  has  waded  through  sore  tri- 
als the  past  year.  They  became 
divided,  and  a  dissolution  seemed  to 
threaten  them.  But  God  has  turn- 
ed their  mourning  into  songs,  and 
they  have  had  fifteen  or  twenty 
added.  They  now  appear  in  union 
and  are  much  engaged.  The}^  have 
a  crowded  assembly  on  the  LordV 
day.  Rev.  Joshua  Bradley,  whose 
zeal  and  activity  in  building  up 
churches  has  long  been  known,  has 
pitched  his  tent  amongst  them,  and 
his  labours  have  been  blessed  not 
only  to  unite  the  church,  but  in  the 
awakening  of  sinners,  and  to  excite 
the  public  attention  to  the  Baptist 
meeting. 

In  Hudson,  some  mercy  drops 
have  fallen.  The  labours  of  broth- 
er Briggs  appear  to  have  been  bless- 
ed the  winter  past.  About  twenty 
have  been  baptized.  This  church 
has  lately  experienced  a  severe 
loss  in  the  death  of  Deacon  Charles 
Brown,  whose  life  and  conversation 
has  long  adorned  the  Christian  pro- 
fession. His  amiable  and  pious 
widow  followed  him  in  about  ten 
days,  leaving  a  destitute  family  to 
mourn  their  loss. 

Catskill  has  also  shared  in  the 
blessing.  Seventeen  have  been 
baptized  since  last  March. 

Next  week  I  expect  to  bid  my 
friends  a  long  adieu,  and  with  my 
family  depart  for  the  West.  I  shall 
travel  in  a  one  horse  waggon,  as 
being  the  cheapest  and  most  con- 
venient mode. 

It  would  be  very  gratifying  if  I 
could  regularly  receive  a  copy  of 
two  of  the  Magazines  by  mail,  di- 
rected to  St.  Louis.  I  wish  )^ou 
would  oblige  me  by  seeing  them 
forwarded,  and  I  wil4  account  for 
them  as  opportunity  may  offer. — 
Any  communications  from  Boston, 
either  written  or  printed,  will  al- 
ways be  thankfully  received.  I 
have  the  three  first  Numbers  of 
the  New  Series  of  the  Ma:xazine, 
and  expect  to  obtain  the  fourth  in 
New-York.    After  Numbers  will 


always  be  welcome  as  soon  as  the 
mail  can  convc}'  them. 

Willi  mucli  respect,  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  yours  in  the  gospel  of  our  Re- 
deemer, J.  M.  PECK. 
Rtv.  Dr.  BaldTi'in. 


Extrart  of  a  Utter  from  Prv.  James 
K.  Welcu.  dcitrd  Miidison  Coun- 
ty, Vh\^nia^  July  15,  1817. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

Since  my  arrival  in  thisSta^e,  ^hich 
was  about  two  weeks  since,  1  lipve  re- 
ceived for  the  mission  §77,25.  This 
day  I  was  allowed  the  hnppii.ess  of  aid- 
ing in  the  formation  of  *'Thc  Union  So- 
ciety, Auxiliary  to  the  Baptist  T-oard  of 
Fort  igu  Mi'jsioiis,  The:  annual  sum  ac- 
tually subscrilxid  at  present,  amounts 
to  S-35,  besides  ten  dollars  as  a  dona- 
tioij.  General  William  iVladison  is 
Pre^ide^.t,  and  Wesley  Fry,  Secretarj-, 
whom  I  requested  to  send  you  a  copy 
of  their  minutes  when  printed.  The  So- 
ciety possesses  wealth  and  influence, 
which  lead  me  to  think  it  mus,t  prosper. 
Yours, 

JAMES  E.  WELCH. 


DEAF  AXD  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

From  the  Neiv-York  Daily  Adverth- 
er,  July  14,  IS  17. 

The  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Durr.h 
established  at  Hartford  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  having  heen  for  si  nie  time 
openf'd,  and  the  system  of  instruction 
c<  mmenced  we  presume  it  cannot  be 
'ininteresling  to  the  public  at  lai-ge, 
and  particularly  to  those  wlio  have 
friends  in  the  school,  to  be  informed 
tVom  time  to  time  of  its  progress,  and 
its  probable  success  in  acc^)mp]ishing 
the  object  which  its  foundei  s  had  in 
vi  w.  It  is  but  a  short  time  since  the 
editor  of  this  paper  was  at  Hartford, 
atui  had  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  In- 
stitution, and  to  witness  the  advance- 
ment which  the  sc!\'  lars  had  then 
made.  He  liopes  his  read'.M's  will  ex- 
cuse him  for  stating  t!ie  effects  of  that 
visit  upon  his  own  mind,  with  the  wish, 
he  frankly  acknowledges,  of  brii  ging 
the  Asvlum  home  to  the  sympathy  \ina 
the  CHARITY  of  the  friends  cf  hu- 
man happii\ess. 

At  the  time  mentioned,  the  schoo 
consisted  of  tweuty-five  pupils,  trcm 
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difTt-rent  parts  of  the  country,  viz.  New- 
Ila:nj)shire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode- 
island,  Connecticut,  New-York,  and 
Pennsylvania,  of  both  sexes,  and  of 
various  ages  from  ten  to  fifty.  They 
\vere  divided  into  two  classes,  and 
placed  in  two  rooms,  one  under  the  in- 
litruction  of  Mr  Gallaudet,  the  other 
of  Mr.  Clerc.  I'hey  ai-e  kxiged  in  the 
same  building  in  which  the  school  is 
kept,  in  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Stansbury  of  this  city.  Every  f>erson 
acquainted  with  the  character  of  this 
gentleman,  and  his  family,  will  feel  per- 
iectly  satisfied,  that  in  point  of  domes- 
tic comfort  and  accommodation,  they 
are  as  well  provided  for  as  their  friends 
could  expect  or  wish. 

The  mode  of  instruction  Is  somewhat 
upon  the  Laiicasterian  plan.  The 
teacher  is  seated  in  the  middle  of  the 
room,  in  plain  view  of  the  pupils,  who 
are  stationed  round  by  the  walls,  with 
each  a  large  slate,  reaching  from  near 
the  tioor,  the  height  of  four  or  five  feet, 
and  resting  against  the  wall.  The  les- 
sons at  that  time  were  short  sentences, 
containing  each  a  single  idea,  like  that 
of— "Mi-  head'' — the  eyca'" — ''the 
viouih,*'  ts^c.  This  idea,  and  the  words 
and  letters  which  express  it,  are  com- 
municated to  the  whole  school  at  once^ 
by  signs  from  the  Teacher,  and  when 
i*ec8i\  ed  by  thenri,  are  written  down  by 
each  on  the  several  slates.  In  this  way 
they  proceed,  tmtil  the  slates  are  filled. 
To'such  a  degree  of  accuracy  had  the 
scholars  attained,  when  my  visit  was 
made,  that  the  various  sentences  were 
understood  and  written  down  by  almost 
all  of  them  with  perfect  accuracy,  and 
the  few  mistakes  that  were  made  were 
very  slight,  and  instantaneously  rectifi- 
es!. 

The  time  I  spent,  in  both  rooms,  was 
very  short — not  exceeding  half  an  hour. 
It  was,  however,  sufficiently  long  to  sat- 
isfy the  mind  not  o  ily  of  the  practica- 
bility, but  of  the  astonishing  ease  and  fa- 
cility, with  which  these  unfortunate  but 
amiable  and  deeply  interesting  persons 
can  receive  instruction  in  knowledge  of 
the  highest  importance. 

A  more  interesting  and  aflecting  spec- 
tacle can  scarcely  be  imagined,  than 
this  school,  so  entirely  novel  in  our  coun- 
try, presents  to  the  eye,  and  to  the 
heart.  When  the  Teacher  is  about  to 
give  his  pupils  a  new  lesson,  every  eye 
from  every  side,  is  turned  upon  him 
with  a  degree  of  intentness,  and  anxie^ 


ty,  that  cannot  l^e  pictured  on  the  coun- 
tenance of  a  person  in  full  possession  of 
the  sense  of  which  they  arc  deprived. 
It  is  a  look  which  reaches  the  inmost 
recesses  of  the  bosom  of  the  spectator, 
whilst  it  is  fixed,  and  fixed  alone,  on 
the  motions  cf  the  Insti-uctor.  The 
presence  of  company,  of  strangers,  has 
not  the  least  eflft  ct  in  drawing  their  at- 
tention for  one  moment  trom  their  em 
ployment.  Feeling  the  full  force  ot 
their  own  calamity,  and  realizing  the 
immense  privilege' which  they  enjoy  of 
gaining  so  good  a  pr.rtion  of  the  knowl- 
edge which  the  world  aronnd  them  pos- 
sess, they  are  the  most  faithful  schol- 
ars that  v/crc  ever  found  in  a  school  

not  a  motion,  not  a  sign,  not  a  glance  of 
the  master's  eye  escapes  their' observa- 
tion; and,  of  course,  their  piogress  is 
such  as  would  astonish  a  person  not  ac- 
quainted with  their  capacity  for  im- 
provement. 

It  is  not  easy  for  the  mind  to  realize 
the  effects  which  will  be  produced  up- 
on it,  by  its  first  visitation  to  this  im- 
pressive scene.  To  see  a  group  of  our 
fellow  beings,  labouring  under  so  lieavy 
a  providential  calamity  as  a  lo.'^s  of  the 
hearing,  of  a  most  interesting  appear- 
ance— and  among  these  are  a  consid- 
erable number  who  are  peculiarly  so  

on  whose  minds  the  light  of  knowledge 
has  just  begun  to  dawn,  eager  in  its  pur- 
suit, and  charmed  with  its  acquisition, 
will  excite  in  the  benevolent  heart  a 
crowd  of  emotions,  at  once  too  strong  to 
be  controlled,  and  too  affecting  to  be  ut- 
tered. What  exhibition  can  more  pow- 
erfully engage  the  feelings,  than  that  of 
a  class  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  receiving 
the  rudiments  of  science  from  the  in- 
structions of  a  master,  himself  deaf  and 
dumb ! 

The  funds  of  this  exalted  charity  are 
too  small  to  allow  its  humane  founders 
and  patrons  to  extend  its  benefits  to  the 
indigent.  In  several  instances,  the 
charity  of  the  neighbourhood  where  an 
unfortunate  subject  of  the  calamity  has 
resided,  whose  circumstances  did  not 
admit  of  his  enjoying  the  benefits  of  the 
school,  has  been  so  hberally  exerted  as 
to  raise,  by  their  individual  contribu- 
tions, the  necessary  expenses.  Those 
expenses,  including  board,  instruction, 
&c.  are  two  hundred  dollars  a  year.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  example  will  be 
more  extensively  followed,  at  least,  un- 
til  means  can  be  devised  to  place  the 
As}  luni  upon  a  ipore  hbenil  foimdatipn. 
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Died,  in  Boston,  July  26,  1816,  Miss 
EMELINE  PARSONS,  aged  15,  of 
a  slow  anfl  lingering  consiwption.  This 
amiable  youth  was  liopefully  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  when  in 
her  twelfth  year.  Immediately  after, 
she  was  visited  with  a  distressing  fever, 
which  left  her  in  an  impaired  state  of 
health .  She,  Jiowever,  so  far  recover- 
ed as  to  be  comfortalile  ;  and  on  the 
ix  th  of  July  following,  she  made  an 
oj>en  profession  of  her  faith,  and  was 
solemnly  baptized ;  and  the  same  day- 
was  received  a  member  in  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  in  Boston.  From  the 
time  of  her  conversion  to  the  close  of 
life,  she  gave  the  most  unequivocal 
pnx)f  of  the  reality  of  her  religion,  and 
of  its  sacred  influence  upon  her  heart 
and  life. 

For  a  child  of  her  years,  she  appear- 
ed to  possess  an  uncommon  experience 
of  the  truths  and  promises  of  God's  ho- 
ly word.  Christians  of  longer  standing 
and  older  in  experience,  often  found 
themselves  edified  by  her  pious  and 
pertinent  con^'ersation.  Hence  an  ac- 
quaintance with  her  was  sought  by  ma- 
ny pious  persons  in  the  neighbouring 
towns,  where,  by  their  particular  invi- 
tation, she  spent  much  ot  her  time.  For 
a  considerable  time,  hopes  were  enter- 
tained that  her  health  might  be  restor- 
ed, and  that  she  might  be  continued  a 
blessing  to  her  friends  and  to  the  church 
of  God.  But  her  complaints  gradually 
increasing  gave  alarming  presages  of 
her  early  dissolution. 

During  a  distressing  confinement  of 
several  months,  she  not  only  manifested 
an  entire  resignation  to  the  will  of  God, 
but  such  an  unshaken  confidence  in  the 
divine  mercy,  as  to  raise  her  above  the 
fears  of  death  ;  often  declaring  death 
Uad  no  terrors  for  her.  Indeed,  she 
seemed  to  long  to  depart  and  be  with 
Christ,  which  is  far  better.  Having 
herself  tasted  and  known  that  the  Lord 
is  gracious,  she  felt  a  most  ardent  de- 
sire that  others  might  be  made  partak- 
ers of  the  same  rich  grace. 

Feeling  a  conviction  of  her  safe  and 
happy  condition,  a  yr.uth  of  her  acquain- 
tance one  day  said  to  her,  "I  wish  I 
was  in  your  situation."  She  instantly 
replied :  "  /  nvoulcl  that  you  ivere  alto- 
gether such  as  lam,  except  these  bonds. 
l*aul  was  bound  w;.h  chains,  but  I  am 
bound  with  sickness."  To  a  young 
Christian  friend,  who  was  going  on  a 
visit  into  the  country,  she  thus  <K>serv- 
ed.  ''Be  faithful,  and  do  not  let  your 


watch  run  down.  Remember  what 
you  are,  and  where  you  aie  gtiug." 
A  Christian  friend  observing  her 
distress,  said  to  her,  "  Your  suflt  r- 
ings  are  great."  "  They  are  nothing,'* 
said  she,  "  compared  with  what  Christ 
suffered  for  me." 

Her  expressions  and  conduct  to  the 
very  last,  were  such  as  gave  abundant 
evidence  of  the  genuineness  of  her  re- 
ligion. The  subject  of  dying,  which  so 
otten  apals  the  spirits  of  the  ungodlv, 
usually  when  mentioned,  j)roduced  in 
her  a  glow  of  animation.  She  seemed 
to  view  death  as  the  "gate  of  endless 
joy,"  and  "  dying  but  going  home." 

On  Friday  the  26th  day  of  July,  (be- 
ing her  dying  day)  she  appeared  to  have 
been  favoured  with  a  sweet  composure, 
and  at  times  expressed  a  longing  desire 
for  the  time  of  her  departure  to  come. 
To  one  of  her  friends  she  observed,  "  I 
have  had  no  rest  for  two  days:  But 
there  remaineth  a  rest  for  the  people  of 
God.  That  rest,  I  shall  soon  enter,  and 
be  freed  from  all  my  pain  and  distress.'* 
Just  before  she  closed  the  scene,  a  friend 
said  to  her,  "  You  have  got  almost  t© 
your  Father's  home."  She  exclaimed , 
"  Too  iTuich !  too  good  !  O  I  long  to  be 
gone,  I  am  ready  and  waiting."  She 
was  then  asked  if  Jesus  was  precious  ? 
She  answered,  "Yes!"  and  in  a  few 
minutes  expired,  without  a  struggle  or 
a  groan. 

Reader !  is  there  not  something  with- 
in thee  softly  saying,  **  Let  me  die  the 
death  of  the  ri^hteous^  and  let  my  last 
end  be  like  his 


AJV  AL^RMIJVG  DEATH, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  George 
Witherell,  to  one  of  the  Editors^ 
dated  July  2,  1817. 

Di£D  at  Conway,  (Mass.)  June  2S, 
James  Hall,  a  man  of  colour.  The 
circumstances  of  his  death  were  as 
follow : — 

His  wife  several  years  since,  hope- 
fully experienced  religion,  and  mani- 
fested a  desire  to  be  baptized  and  joia 
the  Baptist  church ;  but  his  opposition 
was  such,  that  she  thought  most  prop- 
er to  omit  it  at  that  time.  She  contin- 
ued in  this  situation  for  a  numl)er  of 
years,  often  feeling  her  mind  called  up 
to  that  duty.  At  lepgth  she  came  to 
the  resoUuion  to  oifer  hers'elf  to  the 
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church.  Accordingly,  the  subb-ith  be- 
fore his  death,  she  manifested  her 
desire  to  relate  her  experience  and  be 
baptized.  A  meeting  was  appointed 
the  next  Thursday  tor  that  purpose. 
On  Monday,  Hall  obtained  knowledge 
of  it.  He  immediately  flew  into  a  rage, 
and  expressed  himself  in  the  most  blas- 
phemous manner,  swearing  by  all  that 
was  good,  that  she  should  not  go  for- 
ward. At  length  he  left  his  house,  and 
by  an  oath  dc-clared  he  would  never  re- 
turn. He  then  went  from  house  to  house 
through  the  neighbourhood,  railing,  and 
blaspheming  in  the  most  awful  manner. 

At  length  he  called  at  a  Mr.  S  % 

and  tliere  began  to  rail  and  blas- 
pheme as  he  had  done  at  other  places ; 
affirming  with  an  oath,  that  if  his  wife 
■went  forward,  he  hoped  she  would  drop 
dead  the  first  step  she  took  in  the  wa- 
ter, and  that  he  never  meant  to  return 
to  his  house  again.    He  also  stated  to 

Mrs.  S  ,  tiiat  she  and  some  other 

Avomen  had  influenced  his  wite  to  go 


forward.  In  the  midst  of  his  rav- 
ing, Mrs.  8          discovered  ihat  his 

spc-ecn  tauitert^ii,  and  that  he  fell  back 
in  his  chnir.  She  went  to  him,  and  dis- 
covered that  something  w^.s  the  matter ; 
whereupon  she  sent  tor  her  husband, 
who  was  but  a  few  iwls  from  the  house ; 
but  before  he  got  in.  Hall  was  dead! 
He  was  opened  and  examined  by  a  phy- 
sician, but  he  could  find  nothing  by 
which  to  determine  the  cause  of  his 
death. 

Let  others  take  heed  how  they  tempt 
the  Almighty. 

On  Wednesday,  this  "unhappy  man 
was  buried,  and  on  Thursday,  accord- 
ing to  appointment,  the  woman  related 
her  experience  to  the  church,  was  re- 
ceived, and  baptized. 

This  may  be  relied  on  as  a  fact,  as  I 
was  in  the  town  on  the  S  ibbath  follow- 
ing, and  received  the  statemt  nts  from 
a  number  who  were  knowing  to  the 
circumstances. 

Yours,       G.  WITHEKELL. 


TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

imrer  of 
Missions. 


Donations  received  hy  the  Treasurer  of  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign 


1817. 

April  29.     By  Benjamin  Hastings,  Esq.  from  the  Westfield  Associa- 
tion, Massachusetts,       -       -        _       _       _       _  gl'5,90 

By  Miss  E.  Terry,  from  the  Mite  Society,  West  Spring- 
field, Massachusetts,       -   12,17 

By  Rev.  L.  BoUes,  from  the  Salem  Bible  Trans,  and  F.M. 

Society,  Massa.       -   100,00 

30.       By  avails  of  a  pair  of  ear-rings  from  Groton  Union  Confer- 
ence, Connecticut,      -      -       -----  75 

May   1.      By  Mrs.  E.  Withington,  from  the  New-Vork  Female  For- 
eign Mission  Society,  New- York,       -       -       -       -  200,00 

By  John  Withington,  Esq.  from  the  N.  Y.  Bap.  For.  Miss. 
Society,  N.  Y.  including  fifty  dollars  from  the  Juvenile  as- 
sistant Mission  Society,  333,85 

Bv  Dr.  Staughton,  from  the  North  Carolina  Foreign  Mis- 

'sion  Society,          -  -  500,00 

By  E.  Moore.  Esq.  from  the  Connecticut  AuxDiary  Mission 

Society,  Connecticut,      -      -   300  00 

By  Rev.  J.  Peck,  from  the  Madison  Auxiliary  Foreign  Mis- 
sion Society,  N.  Y.       -------  175,00 

By  James  Loring,  from  tlie  Boston  Bap.  Foreign  Mission 

Society,  Massachusetts,       -                           -  600,00 
3.     By  Rev.  Mr.  Pillsbury,  from  the  Meredith  Association,  New- 

'  H  impshire,         -         -----  75,00 

By  J.  Wilson,  Esq.  from  the  New-York  Middle  Dis.  Aux. 

For.  Miss.  Society,  N.  Y.         -          -      ,    -          -  100,00 

Bv  Mr.  C.  Shaw,  from  tlie  Bristol  and  Newport  Cos  Auxil. 
F.  Miss.  Society,  R.  I.        -         -       -  -115,00 

By  David  Adams,  Esq.  from  the  General  Com.  of  Charles- 
ton AssociatioH,  S.  C.          -         -           -          -  1038,14 
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May   7.      Bv  Rev.  William  Warder,  Washington,  Kentucky  For- 
eign Mission  Society,      ------  §100,00 

By      do.      do.       Biirdstown,       do.      do.       do.  110,00 

Bv  Rev.B.  F.  FainsAvcrth,  Edenton,  Norih-Carclina,  do.  3,00 

By      do.        do.        do.      from  a  Lady,       -      -  2,00 

By  Rev.  Isaac  Hod?:en,  (ireen  River,  (Ken.)  F.  M.  S.    -  100,00 

By  Rev.  J.  E.  Welch',  Burlington ,  N.  I.  Ftm.  Mite  So  ciety,  105,00 

B'.  Mr.  T.  Har'is,  Lower  Dublin,      do.      F.  M.  S.  100,00 

By  Rev,  T.  Roberts,  Great  Valley,  Penn.  Female  do.  330,00 

By  atv.  A.  M  Lewis,  Fr. derick-burgh,  F.  M.S.       -  100  00 

Bv  Rev.  J.  i\I  Peck,  from  sundry  persons,  -  -  S,CO 
By  Mr.  Henrv  Charles,  from  the  Junior  Mission  Society, 

Philadelphia,       -      -   150,00 

Bv  Rev.  Jehiel  Fox,  Lake  (ieorge  Conference,      -      -  ^>,12 

Bv  Rev.  E.Ferris,  White  Water  Association,       -      -  10,00 

By  Rev.  J.  M  tcoy,  Silver  Creek,      do.       -  7,00 

Bv  Rev.  A.  Wilcox.  Lvme,  Groton  Coiiference,     -      -  78  00 

May    8.       Bv  Rev.  J.  Healev,  Baltimore  F.  M.  S.        -  lOO.OO 

By  Rev.  L.  Rice,  "New -Orleans       do.       -      -       -  100,00 

By  Rev.  L.  Rice,  from  various  sourcrs,        -        -      -  2835,11 

By      do.      do.      Richm».  nd  Ft  male  Society,    -     -  150,00 

By      do.      do.      Cincinnati  Fi  ieign  M.  S.       -      -  45,00 

By  do.  do.  Female,  do  do  -  -  60.00 
Bv      do.      do.      Great  O^eechee  Church,  Bryan 

County,  Georgia,             -      -      -      -       -       -  116,31 

May  10.       By  Dr.  Staughton,  Female  Society,  Sansom-street,  Phila.  5CO,€0 

Bv      do.        do.        Cdlection,  in         do.          do.  43,08 

13.  By  Dr.Fnrman,fr(.m  Mrs  H  T  ( wi.se nc',  C  he  r  tsK  i ,  b.C  100, 
By  Mr.  Thcmas  Swa.r,  New  Mills,  N.  Jersey,  F.  M.  S.  114,66 

14.  By  Rev.  Luther  Rice,  Washington  Baptist  Sccieiy  for  For- 

eign Missions,      -      --      --     --      -  300, 

21.       Bv  Rev.  S  Goodale,  Ontario,  New- York,  F  M.  S.      -  6'..,00 
By  Rev.  A.  M.  Beebee,  bkaneateles,  Onandago  Countv,  - 

New-Y(rk,  '     -  100,^5 

27.       Bv  Rev  Jesse  Mercer,  Poweltcn,  Green  County,  Georgia 

F.M.S.  5.60,00 
By      do.      do.      Ocmulgee,       do.      do.      -       -  310.19 
By      do.      do.      Sarepta,      -      do.      do;      -    -  100,00 
Bv      do.       do.       Georgia  As.sorintion,      -      -       -  57,00 
29.       By  Asa  Runyan,  Esq.  E.ist  Jersey,  F.  M.  S.      -      -      -  100,00 
-31.       By  B.  Hastings,  Esq.  \\  estfield.  Conn.  Associntit  n,     -     -  7,00 
June  23.       B\  Rev.  L.  S.  Law,  Esq.  Surbiiry,  Georgia  F  M.  Societv,  313,25 
Bv          do.         do,         do.        Female  Mite  Society,  101,00 
Bv          do.         do.         do.            Coloured  Brethi  en,  21,00 
Bv  Rtv.  B.  Bates,  Bristol  and  Newport  Evangelical  F.M.S.  13,00 
Bv  John  Conant,  Esq.  Vermont,  F  M.  S.           -       -    -  15C,00 
By          do.         do,           Adciisen,          dc.          do.  10,01 
July    5.       By  July  Quarter  U  S.  Interest,          -           -           .  167,98 
8.       Bv  James  Wilso  n,  Esq.  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts,  300  00 
14.       B>  Interest  on  B:  i:k  Shares,          -         -         -         -  7^50 
Aug.  7.       By  Dr.  Furman,  from  Rev.  J.  King,  Edgefield  Baptist  As- 
sociation, S.  C.          -          -           -        •  -          -  £0,00 
31.       By  Rev.  B  Watkins,  Mid.  Dist.  Asscciaticn,  Powhatan 

County.  Vir.          -  121,00 

By  Rev.  John  Bryce,  Richmond  Baptist  F.  M.  S.         -  250,00 


§11,257,27 
JOHN  CAULDWELL,  Treasurer. 


a:  B.—In  JVo.S'i^JiQge  170,  in  the  account  cf  Receifita  from  Gold-Street 
Church,  M  Y.ji/m'l  18,  1817,  an  rrror  off^rcss  occurred.      Instead (^'2\ dolls. 


n  ad  26  dollam. 
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HYMNS. 


['This  and  the  following  Hymn  were 
composed  by  Mr.  Hough,  on  his  pas- 
sage to  India.] 

A  Prayer  for  the  Heathen. 

1  O!  WHEN  shall  Zion  rise, 
And  all  her  foes  retire. 
All  nations  lift  their  eyes. 
And  after  truth  aspire  ! 

Let  India's  realm 
Tliy  gospel  hear. 
Thy  truth  revere. 
And  bless  thy  name. 

2  When  will  the  idol  gods 
At  Jesus'  presence  move. 
And  cruelty's  abodes 
O'erflow  with  pard'ning  love? 

Let  India's  realm,  Sec. 

3  When  shall  the  angel  fly, 
His  holy  course  foretold. 
In  view  of  every  eve 
The  gospel  wide  unfold? 

Let  India's  realm,  &c. 

4  Lord,  let  it  not  be  lone. 
Ere  comes  the  h^ppy  day. 
W^hen  every  voice  and  tongue 
Shall  chant  some  hallow'd  lay. 

Let  India's  realm 
Thy  gospel  hear. 
Thy  truth  revere. 
And  bless  thy  name. 

The  Disciples  waking  Christ  from 
sleep. 

J  The  vessel  rides  before  the  storm, 
And  ploughs  the  foaming  deep; 
The  weak  disciples  in  alarm. 
Behold  their  Lord  asleep. 

2  The  Lord,  who  walks  upon  the  wind. 
And  traverses  the  wave. 
To  sweet  composure  is  resigned. 
But  yet  has  power  to  save. 

5  His  fearful  children  to  him  f!y, 

Surcharg'd  with  wild  despair; 
And  in  distress  they  loudly  cry, 
For  us  hast  thou  no  care  ? 

4  He  rises  then  in  godlike  form, 

Rebukes  their  unbelief ;  [storm. 
He  speaks,  and  stills  the  threat'ning 
And  gives  their  hearts  relief. 

On  the  BIRTH  of  an  IJVFAJVT. 

Important  is  thy  painful  birth, 
Thou  little  suanger  of  the  earth ; 
This  day  begins  thy  mortal  life 
Ifi  this  wic}e  world  of  pain  |nd  strife ; 


Frail  dust  thou  art,  and  in  thy  turn, 
Thy  form  must  unto  dust  return. 
Thou  like  a  spark  from  darkness  sprung, 
On  this  tumultuous  stage  art  flung, 
And  with  thy  race  a  course  begun, 
Which  an  eternal  round  will  run. 
iiovf  wondrous  that  creative  arm, 
Which  made  complete  thy  little  form. 
S  range  that  thy  mind,  for  aught  wc  know. 
Or  aught  ihy  little  self  can  show. 
Not  now  so  much  to  thought  inclln*d, 
As  many  young  of  bruta!  kind, 
Miy  yet  lik°  lightning  fly  abroad, 
And  view  the  boundless  works  of  God, 
Rove  midst  the  planets,  and  afar 
Encircle  each  refulgent  star, 
And  in  a  moment  dart  away 
More  rapid  than  the  solar  ray. 

Fond  arc  the  hopes  ihy  parents  raise, 
Yet  few  may  be  thy  mortal  days. 
Soon  death's  cold  frost  may  blast  thee  pale, 
And  sink  thee  in  the  gloomy  vale  : 
But  still  thy  never  dying  soul,     [pole  ; 
Shall  live  when  night  has  qucnch'd  each 
When  all  the  mighty  wheels  dissolve, 
On  which  stupendous  wot  Ids  revolve, 
When  all  the  orbs  of  dazzling  light. 
Are  buried  in  eternal  ni^ht ; 
When  yon  fair  sun  whichTights  the  worJd, 
Shall  from  its  blazing  sphere  be  hurl'd; 
When  mountains  sink  in  vallies  low. 
And  rolling  rivers  cease  to  flow, 
And  ruin  with  resistless  dread 
Shall  o'er  the  wide  creation  spread. 
Then,  babe !  shall  thy  immortal  mind, 
Now  in  this  little  cage  confin'd. 
The  wreck  of  falling  worlds  survive. 
And  in  eternal  ages  live ; 
W'ith  seraphs  soar  to  realms  of  light, 
Or  sink  in  everlasting  night. 
Oh  !  may  the  Saviour's  precious  blood 
Prepare  thee  for  an  heir  of  God. 

Precarious  is  the  thread  of  life, 
Which  holds  thee  in  this  world  of  strife  ; 
Ere  thou  thy  infant  charms  display, 
Rude  death  may  summons  thee  away> 
Thy  bud  of  being  ere  it  bloom, 
Be  hiirried  to  the  silent  tomb. 
Thy  infant  soul  matured  above. 
With  martyrs  praise  redeeming  love. 
But  shouldst  thou  live  to  riper  age. 
And  enter  on  life's  busy  stage, 
There  thou,  like  all  the  human  kind, 
A  mingled  cup  wilt  surely  find. 
There  disappointment,  pain  and  strife, 
Must  follow  thy  protracted  life. 

Bnt  what  shall  be  thy  lot  or  ways. 
Throughout  thy  few  remaining  days, 
The  vailing  wisdom  of  the  skies 
Has  hid  from  curious  parents'  eyes. 
Sweet  babe !  thy  way  may  Heav'n  befriend, 
And  bring  thee  to  a  peaceful  end. 


